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CONFER wer 


plastics inc. 


We are also a custom manufacturer. We have 
helped countless inventors and entrepreneurs 
achieve their American Dream by allowing them 
to transform their ideas into reality. To learn 
more about what we can do for your business, 
visit our website at ConferPlastics.com and 
check out the capabilities and sample gallery 
pages. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


If you’d like to learn more about our pool and 
spa products and how to find a dealer for them, 
or perhaps you’d like to buy direct one of our 
bistro table sets, visit us at ConferPlastics.com 


> Confer Plastics Headquarters 
97 Witmer Road 
North Tonawanda, NY 
14120-2421 


POOL, SPA, AND PATIO PRODUCTS 


Nearly 200 people work at our factory near Niagara Falls, New York 
where they operate some of the largest blow molding machines 
in the world to make a wide variety of products that serve the 
backyard leisure industry. Our Confer-branded products have a 
strong reputation built on innovation, quality, safety, and service. 


Te 
Pool Ladders 
We've always been a leader when it comes to ha 
safety. Features such as the patented Roll-Guard | 4 
enclosure on this ladder give parents the peace | 
of mind they need to know that their children ij 
can't enter their swimming pool when it is ; 
unsupervised. 
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Pool Steps 

We dominate the industry with new and innovative 
styles of steps that are always in tune with safety, 
attractiveness, durability, and affordability. 


Spa Cabinetry 

Our panels and corners give spa 
manufacturers an attractive, durable 

finish to their hot tubs, providing a super 
alternative to the wood and extrusion 
panels of old. We also provide these panels 
as retro-fit kits to consumers who want to 
dress up their hot tub. 


Bistro Table Sets 

To celebrate a half century of business, we've 
reintroduced this patio table set which is available 
for consumer-direct purchase on our website. 
Made to withstand the elements, our patio table 
set will stand the test of time. The 4 barstools 
and 30" round table are easy to assemble and 
easy to maintain 


Tel: 1-800-635-3213 | E-mail: plastics@ConferPlastics.com | Web: www.ConferPlastics.com 
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What does “family owned & operated” really’ mean? For the Clark family, it CHINO 
means getting up early for 45 years to work in their own community, and Disrigiensman 
: c i 0 : ‘ * 1 5 Mountain Ave. 
choosing to invest in the Inland Empire. Ina time when Wall Street is trying to Chino, CA 91710 
run Main Street, Clark’s Nutrition still believes that family-owned and 
operated businesses are the backbone of the American dream, and feels 


privileged to help families live healthier and happier lives. LOMA LINDA 
: = 909.478.7714 
11235 Mountain View Ave. 
Loma Linda, CA 92354 
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RIVERSIDE 

951.686.4757 
SELECTION 4225 Market St. 
Clark’s has the largest selection of organic produce and supplements in the Inland Empire. Riverside, CA 92501 
NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANTS acs 
We have trained Nutritional Consultants to help assist you with whatever your health goals are. RANCHO MIRAGE — 
They're not on commission, and are here to help you “Live Better!” 3 Fo anette 

onterey Ave. 


Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 


WE ARE EXCITED TO MEET YOU! It is our company mission to provide customers with nutritional 
assistance that can really have a lasting impact on their quality of life. We look forward to meeting 
and serving you! 
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AFFORDABLE 
Clark’s goes to great lengths to make sure your family has what they need at an affordable price. 


STORE TOURS 
Come by any time and we will be glad to give you a personal tour and answer any of your questions. 
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ECONOMY 
FTX: How the Crypto Collapse Affects You 


by Rebecca Terrell — FTX’s investors may have been fleeced by 
a crook, but its bankruptcy has exposed the company’s ties to 
the Covid scandal, the war in Ukraine, and Deep State plans for 
totalitarian control through a central bank digital currency. 


WORLD 
WEF’s Agenda-setting Confab 


by Steve Bonta — Once again, jet-setting globalists traveled to 
Davos to map out their plans for global control. 


HEALTHCARE 
Is the Biden Administration 


Promoting Abortion via Contraceptives? 

by Rebecca Terrell — The Food and Drug Administration is 
rewriting patient safety labeling on America’s most popular oral 
“morning after” pill, concealing its abortifacient properties. 


FAITH, FAMILY, FREEDOM 


Young Woman Stands Up Against 


Men in Women’s Locker Rooms 
by C. Mitchell Shaw 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 

The Galileo Case Revisited 

by Steve Byas — The rift between Galileo and the Catholic Church 
has been misinterpreted by historians to support the false notion 
that Christianity is the enemy of science. 


THE REVIEW 


e In Defense of the Second Amendment by Larry Correia 
e In Search of Monsters to Destroy: The Folly of American Empire 
and the Paths to Peace by Christopher Coyne 


From the Publisher The Goodness of America 
Inside Track Exercising the Right 
QuickQuotes Taking Action 


Justus Susterman 
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LATCH A NEW SHOW EVERY 
DAY OF THE WEEK! 


Check out our videos at thenewamerican.com/video 


For instant access, hover your phone camera over the qr code. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER 


The New American Goes Live — Daily! 


The New American magazine has always 
sought to deliver relevant news about is- 
sues of concern to Americans — from a 
traditional constitutionalist perspective 
— to the widest possible audience. In re- 
cent years we’ve had new and better op- 
portunities to achieve that goal, while also 
encountering greater roadblocks and chal- 
lenges. On one hand, technologies such as 
the internet, email, and smartphones have 
opened up innovative avenues to new and 
larger audiences. On the other hand, in the 
wake of Covid, an aggressive public-private 
partnership seeking to suppress and censor 
information has blossomed, blunting the ef- 
fectiveness and limiting the reach of anyone 
dissenting from the approved statist agenda. 

Consequently, Americans are hungrier 
than ever for an alternative to the captive 
media, and The New American 5 distinctive 
brand of constitutionalist and Americanist 
news and analysis is uniquely suited to 
meeting this need. I am excited, therefore, 
to announce in this issue that as of February 
1 The New American is partnering with the 
World View Weekend (WVW) Broadcast 
Network to launch The New American TV 
With Rebecca Terrell. 

This new show features up to four seg- 
ments per episode. The opening segment 
features host Rebecca Terrell, a senior edi- 
tor for The New American, providing a sum- 
mary of the most important news of the day. 
For the second segment, Rebecca brings in 
an expert on a key topic to delve deeper into 
the issues. Following that segment, legisla- 
tive experts including Christian Gomez, 
Peter Rykowski, and Ben Faulkner from 
The John Birch Society — this magazine’s 


— 


Rebecca Terrell! 


parent organization — present a summary 
of key legislative news from both Congress 
and the states. Finally, each show ends with 
an informative segment offering insights 
into steps concerned Americans can take 
to move our nation back from the precipice 
of tyranny and toward a restoration of our 
constitutional Republic. 

In recent months our media efforts — 
including hard-hitting interviews from Ve- 
ronika Kyrylenko, energetic commentaries 
from Ben Armstrong, thoughtful analyses 
from both Alex Newman and Daniel Natal, 
and timely reporting on Second Amend- 
ment issues by Zoe Warren — have seen 
explosive growth. We’re thrilled to be 
launching The New American TV as the 
next step in our media program, and expect 
it will contribute substantially toward su- 
percharging that growth by providing un- 
redacted, uncensored, and unfiltered news 
and analysis to a country growing weary of 
censorship and media manipulation. 

If you are looking for the best consti- 
tutionalist, conservative, and Americanist 
alternative to the mainstream print media, 
you know you can turn to the pages of The 
New American magazine. If you are look- 
ing for that same alternative to the main- 
stream broadcast media, please join us at 
3:00 p.m. Eastern (2:00 p.m. Central) Mon- 
day through Friday for The New American 
TV With Rebecca Terrell. To watch the pro- 
gram live, go to wvwtv.com/live. 

When you do, we think you will be in- 
formed and inspired and ready to work for 
the restoration of our Republic so that, in 
the end, “freedom shall not perish.” 

— DENNIS BEHREANDT 


Quality Products 


Quality starts at the beginning. 
From the selection of materials, 
through the painting process, 


and on through manufacturing, 


producing the highest quality 
part is our first priority. 


Industry Leaders 


Since 1972, we've been 
providing innovative solutions 

to the seamless gutter industry 
through expanded product lines, 
quality control, and the most 
State-of-the-Art equipment. 


Superior Service 


We are fully committed 

to fulfilling the needs of 
seamless gutter contractors 
every day with reliable parts, 
coupled with quick and 
accurate service. 


“\We are called the nation of inventors. And we are. We could still claim that title and wear its 
loftiest honors if we had stopped with the first thing we ever invented, which was human liberty.” 


www.SENOX.com 


— Mark Twain 


866-522-1696 
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Texas Bill Would Create Process for Nullification 


On January 10, legislation was introduced in the Texas Legis- 
lature to nullify unconstitutional federal actions. If passed, the 
Texas Sovereignty Act (H.B. 384 and S.B. 313) would create 
a Joint Legislative Committee on Constitutional Enforcement 
to “review federal actions that challenge the sovereignty of the 
state and of the people for the purpose of determining if the fed- 
eral action is unconstitutional.” “Federal actions” would include 
federal laws, executive orders, executive-branch regulations, 
federal-court rulings, and treaties. Both bills are awaiting com- 
mittee assignments. 

To determine whether a federal action is unconstitutional, the 
committee would “consider the plain reading and reasoning of 
the text of the United States Constitution and the understood defi- 
nitions at the time of [its] framing and construction.” 

If the House, Senate, and governor concur with the commit- 
tee’s findings on a particular action, that federal action would 
be declared unconstitutional and legally null in Texas, making 
it illegal to enforce it in any way on the state or local level. The 
two bills would require state courts to “rely on the plain mean- 
ing of” the U.S. Constitution “and any applicable constitutional 
doctrine as understood by” the Founding Fathers when hearing 
cases challenging the constitutionality of federal laws. 

The act is firmly grounded in the text of the U.S. Constitution. 
Article VI states, “This Constitution, and the Laws of the United 
States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof ... shall be the 


supreme Law of the Land,” and declares that state legislators, 
executive officials, and judges “shall be bound by Oath or A ffir- 
mation, to support this Constitution.” Any federal action violat- 
ing or contradicting the Constitution is not “made in Pursuance 
thereof” and, thus, is not “the supreme Law of the Land” — and 
state officials are duty-bound to nullify it. 

The Texas Legislature would be wise to enact the Texas Sover- 
eignty Act. It takes courage to push back against federal usurpa- 
tions, but with it, state officials can effectively uphold and protect 
the Constitution. 


France Revives Nuclear Energy to Tackle Energy Crisis 


Due to the gravity of the energy crisis in Europe, including the 
lack of resources due to the war in Ukraine, France is now forced 
by circumstances to relaunch an ambitious nuclear investment 
program. On January 17, the French Senate began considering a 
bill to allow construction of new nuclear reactors. 

In February 2022, French President Emmanuel Macron had 
declared the necessity for France to revert to an “ambitious and 
sustainable” nuclear policy. To address “energy independence 
and achieve our objectives, in particular carbon neutrality in 
2050, we will for the first time in decades relaunch the construc- 
tion of nuclear reactors in our country.” 


The Fessenheim nuclear power plant in northeast France was 
closed in 2020 during Macron’s first term as president, but is 
now being restarted, with plans to reboot 45 out of 56 reactors 
early this year. 

Overall, public opinion in France seems to support the coun- 
try’s about-face in its nuclear policy, with 60 percent of French 
people regarding nuclear power in a positive light. 

Some analysts contend that the industry is in serious crisis, 
however, as several years of disengagement of the French state 
with energy infrastructure have resulted in a loss of competence 
and know-how. Jean-Bernard Lévy, former CEO of French util- 
ity company EDF, declared in December, “It is not possible 
to be competent and efficient when you build a reactor every 
fifteen years.” 

It is estimated the country will need to hire and train at least 
10,000 workers yearly until 2030 to implement the new plans, 
and the utility companies will face challenges in absorbing the 
costs due to ailing finances. For example, as a consequence of 
the previous closures and problems with maintenance, EDF pro- 
duced only 65 percent of its usual electricity output in 2022, 
resulting in a substantial financial shortfall. 

Because of the length of time required to construct new plants 
and implement the plan, however, the country must still concen- 
trate on renewable energy in the interim. 
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INSIDE TRACK 


Recycling Hurting Economy, Environment 


Many millions of Americans dutifully sort their trash, believing 
that recycling saves the environment and facilitates sustainability. 
But what if this greentopian ritual not only doesn’t help the Earth, 
but actually harms it and the economy to boot? 

In a January 17 video, famed journalist John Stossel visited a 
recycling facility and learned that “huge amounts” of material 
“from people’s recycling carts ... is going to leave as trash.” 
“The worst is plastic, which for years has been marked with 


a recycling symbol” though most of it is not recyclable. Plas- 
tic bags clog the recycling machines, forcing workers to spend 
hours cutting them from the mechanisms. Kite & Key Media 
reported last year that “There are so many different varieties of 
plastic that they’re almost impossible to sort efficiently.... Most 
of it degrades with each reuse. Making new plastic is actually 
cheaper than recycling old plastic. And the newest, high-tech 
methods of recycling it generate carbon emissions 55 times 
higher than just putting it in a landfill.” 

So how much of our plastic actually is recycled? Approxi- 
mately five percent, Stossel found. 

“Much [waste] is shipped overseas to countries like Malaysia, 
where it’s just piled up,” Stossel adds. Its fate? What “they don’t 
burn, they sometimes dump in the ocean.” In fact, every minute, 
one garbage truck full of plastic is dumped into the sea. 

This has led to the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, a vast, float- 
ing, Texas-sized conglomeration of plastics and other debris. 
Ironically, if you care about saving the environment, science 
writer John Tierney told Stossel in the video, “put your plastic 
bottle in the garbage.” 

The lesson here is simple: If the market doesn’t warrant some- 
thing’s (e.g., recycling’s) existence, we should think twice about 
it. Apart from basic laws, an idea that must be enforced by gov- 
ernment usually isn’t a good idea. 

None of this means recycling will end anytime soon, though, 
as pushing it brings virtue-signaling pleasure. “It’s a sacrament 
of the green religion,” says Tierney. 


U.S., Allies Sending Tanks to Ukraine 


President Biden announced on January 25 that the United States 
will be sending 31 M1 Abrams tanks to Ukraine, the equivalent 
of one Ukrainian battalion, to assist their forces in defending the 
territory they hold and to prepare for additional counteroffen- 
sives. The decision is a reversal for top U.S. officials, and is tied 
to Germany agreeing to send its Leopard 2 tanks to the country. 

The United States is also providing 500 armored vehicles 
in addition to the tanks, as part of the support package. Biden 
shared, “Together with our Allies and partners, we’ve sent more 
than 3,000 armored vehicles, more than [800] artillery systems, 
more than 2 million rounds of artillery ammunition, and more 
than 50 advanced multi-launch rocket systems, anti-ship and air 
defense systems, all to help counter Ukraine’s [Ukraine counter] 
brutal aggression that is happening because of Russia.” 

The Daily Mail reported on January 25 that “Biden called the 
M1 Abrams tanks ‘the most capable tanks in the world’ and said 
they would ‘enhance Ukraine’s capacity to defend its territory 
to achieve its strategic objectives.’ He added that the Ukrainian 
military would use the armor to ‘liberate their land.’” 

Biden’s decision to send the tanks came as German Chancel- 
lor Olaf Scholz announced the same day that his country would 
provide Ukraine with a company of 14 Leopard 2 A6 tanks as a 
first step. Britain will send 14 of its Challenger 2s. 


What Biden failed to mention was the cost of continuing sup- 
port to Ukraine. Including humanitarian, financial, and military 
aid, American taxpayers have provided about $50 billion in assis- 
tance to the country. What’s even more concerning is the reported 
corruption of recently ousted top Ukrainian officials as billions 
of dollars continue to flow into the country. 

No one knows what the future holds in Ukraine. What we do 
know is that, as the West increases its involvement in this proxy war, 
the worst-case consequences could be devastating and everlasting. Hl 
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Vice President Omits Portions of Declaration 

of Independence in Her Pro-abortion Speech 

“So we are here together because we collectively believe and know 
America is a promise.... It is a promise of freedom and liberty — not 
for some, but for all. A promise we made in the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence that we are each endowed with the right to liberty and pursuit of 
happiness.” 

Speaking about the 50th anniversary of the now-overruled Roe v. 
Wade decision at a pro-abortion rally in Tallahassee, Florida, on January 
22, Vice President Kamala Harris omitted any mention of the documents 
acknowledgment of a “Creator” and of the right to “Life.” Her deliberate 
avoidance of those two portions of the Declaration was noted by reporter 
Micaiah Bilger and broadcast at Fox News. 


WEF Gathering Predicts U.S. Will Soon Create Laws Targeting Hate Speech 

“Tllegal hate speech, which you will have soon in the U.S. I think that [there are strong reasons] why 
we have this in criminal law.” 

During a panel at the January 2023 gathering of the World Economic Forum, Vice President of the 
European Commission Vera Jourova expressed her expectation that the United States would soon copy 
such laws already in existence in several European nations. Hosted by former CNN standout Brian 
Stelter, the panel also included U.S. Congressman Seth Moulton (D-Mass.) and New York Times Chair- 
man Arthur Gregg Sulzberger. Discussing the newspaper he oversees, Sulzberger opined that overall 
hate-content disinformation is “the most existential” challenge to be dealt with. 


Border Patrol Union Officially 

Calls for the Firing of Kamala Harris 

“Tf you were given a job two years ago with the explicit goal of reduc- 
ing illegal immigration, and then you sit around and do nothing while 
illegal immigration explodes to levels never seen before, you should 
be fired and replaced. Period.” 

In a no-holds-barred statement, the Border Patrol labor union ad- 
ditionally targeted President Joe Biden, whom they consider a foe. 
The leaders of the union are finding grudging support for their stand 
even from mayors of large northern U.S. cities where border-cross- 
ers are being sent by aggrieved and frustrated elected officials in 
border states. 


AP Images 


U.S. Adds More Red Ink Instead of Dealing With Enormous National Debt 

“The United States paid $475 billion in interest on its debts last fiscal year, which ran through Septem- 
ber. That was a record, and it will soon be broken. In the first quarter of this fiscal year, the government’s 
bill for interest was $210 billion. There seems to be little desire to break the pattern of borrowing for 
an array of unconstitutional programs.” 

Binyamin Appelbaum, the lead writer on economics and business for The New York Times, notes that 
escalating indebtedness enables wealthy investors who have money to spend to purchase government- 
issued bonds and reap the benefits of interest they thereby receive. There's 
no pressure to stop such an ongoing process. 


Taiwan’s Top Diplomat in U.S. 
Not Permitted to Hold Ambassadorial Ranking 
“The Taiwanese resent not only being bullied, we resent being told that Bi-khim 
we cannot have any friends.” Hsiao 
Referring to herself as “legally unofficial,” Taiwan's Bi-khim Hsiao is 
still considered to be among the most influential ambassadors in Wash- 
ington. She works from a grand estate in D.C., but cannot live there. And 
she knows that simply flying a Taiwanese flag would be considered a 
serious diplomatic incident. @ 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 
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HOW THE CRYPTO COLLAPSE 


AFFECTS YOU 


FTX’s investors may have been fleeced by a crook, but its bankruptcy has exposed 
the company’s ties to the Covid scandal, the war in Ukraine, and Deep State plans for 
totalitarian control through a central bank digital currency. 
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by Rebecca Terrell 


eople are understandably furious 
Pp that federal authorities released 

disgraced crypto-mogul Sam 
Bankman-Fried (SBF) to house arrest at 
his parents’ multimillion-dollar mansion 
in California. The FTX founder stands ac- 
cused of squandering billions in customer 
funds and using his cryptocurrency trading 
empire as a slush fund for leftist campaigns. 

Some believe the now-bankrupt com- 
pany may have even served as a conduit 
for $60 billion in U.S. tax money — sup- 
posedly intended for Ukraine’s war effort 
— to land back in Democratic political 
coffers. Others say SBF has set up the 
crypto industry for government regula- 
tory crackdown and establishment of a 
central bank digital currency (CBDC), 
which globalist leaders admit will estab- 
lish totalitarian control over every dollar 
you earn, save, and spend. 

Yet SBF awaits trial in the lap of luxury, 
and even though his parents are Stanford 
University law professors who would 
likely be inclined to advise discretion in 
the face of 12 federal charges related to 
misappropriating billions of dollars in cus- 
tomer funds, the 30-year-old former bil- 
lionaire hasn’t stopped singing since the 
collapse of his cryptocurrency exchange 
in early November. 

Prior to his tardy December 12 arrest in 
the Bahamas and subsequent extradition 
to the United States, he granted several 
headlining interviews and posted dozens 
of tweets, consistently claiming innocence 
and insisting that his company could have 
survived if untrustworthy advisors had not 
“forced” him to declare bankruptcy. 

In all these public conversations, little 
if anything was mentioned about his dubi- 
ous ties to the Democratic Party. He was 
the second-largest donor to Biden’s 2020 
campaign (after Michael Bloomberg), and 
again to liberal campaigns and causes lead- 
ing up to the 2022 midterms. Only George 
Soros outstripped him in those elections. 
He had promised even more leftist support 
to come in 2024 — as much as $1 billion, 
according to Fortune magazine. 

Congress would have had the opportu- 
nity to question SBF further, but Bahami- 


Rebecca Terrell is a_ senior editor 


of 


The New American. 
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Family ties: Barbara Fried, mother of FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried, and her husband signed 
a $250 million bond, agreeing to keep their son at their California home until his trial in October. 


an authorities arrested him, at the request 
of the U.S. government, the night before 
he was scheduled to testify via video con- 
ference for the House Financial Services 
Committee. The arrest saved him the con- 
gressional grilling that many hoped GOP 
legislators would mete out. The sting of 
missed opportunity was amplified shortly 
afterward, when two other top FTX execs 
— company co-founder Gary Wang and 
former trading firm CEO Caroline Elli- 
son — pleaded guilty to several federal 
wire-fraud and conspiracy charges. They 
are now reported to be cooperating with 
federal prosecutors. 

Undaunted, SBF is back to promoting 
his public self-exoneration campaign. 
Just days after he pleaded not guilty to all 
charges in U.S. District Court in New York 
City, he launched a Substack blog on Janu- 
ary 12, apparently intending it as a tell- 
all. His premiere post, “FTX Pre-Mortem 
Overview,” is merely a rehash of earlier 
claims, but ends with the promise, “I have 
a lot more to say.” 

So do federal agents — namely the U.S. 
Justice Department, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC), and the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission 
(CFTC). The agencies’ mix of civil and 
criminal charges includes securities fraud, 


wire fraud, conspiracy to commit money 
laundering, conspiracy to misuse customer 
funds, and campaign-finance violations. 

For now, SBF has plenty of blogging 
time, since his trial begins October 2. If 
convicted, he could face up to 115 years 
in prison. 


Crime and Punishment 

However, many see his heretofore kid- 
glove handling as prelude of what is to 
come. “We are dealing with ‘A punish- 
ment does not fit the crime’ scenario and 
a system that by default favors those with 
money and disproportionately punishes 
those without,” wrote crypto expert Erin 
Gambrel in a statement to Newsweek. 
“Crime DOES pay if you start with a big 
enough bank account.” 

She has a point, for even though SBF 
saw his personal fortune, estimated at 
some $16 billion, vanish overnight, he 
boasts a wealth of family and political 
connections. His mother, Barbara Fried, is 
founder and president of Mind the Gap, a 
“left-wing super PAC dedicated to helping 
Democratic political candidates win elec- 
tions,” reports Influence Watch. Its major 
donors include the co-founders of Face- 
book and LinkedIn, former Google CEO 
Eric Schmidt, and James Rubin, former 
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US. assistant secretary of state for public 
affairs under President Bill Clinton. 

Barbara’s sister, Dr. Linda Fried, is a 
member of the World Economic Forum’s 
(WEF) Global Agenda Council on Age- 
ing and dean of Columbia University’s 
Mailman School of Public Health. (Until 
recently, WEF listed FTX as a partner on 
its website.) 

SBF’s trading fund CEO, Caroline Elli- 
son, provides another compromising con- 
nection. Her father, Glenn Ellison, heads 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy’s (MIT) School of Economics and was 
once boss to Gary Gensler, current chair 
of the SEC, one of the agencies presently 
prosecuting SBF. It’s the same agency that 
the former billionaire had been actively 
pushing to shackle the crypto industry 
with an enhanced regulatory framework. 

In that campaigning he cozied up with 
lawmakers such as Maxine Waters (D-Ca- 
lif.), who until recently chaired the House 
Financial Services Committee and now, as 
ranking member, helps lead the bipartisan 
congressional FTX investigation. Since 
November, Twitter has been aflutter with 
photos picturing the smiling faces of Wa- 
ters and SBF side by side, and a video of the 
congresswoman apparently blowing a kiss 


to SBF after he testified before her commit- 
tee in 2021. How did he rise so far, so fast? 


From Obscurity to Financial Fame 

SBF graduated from MIT in 2014 with a 
bachelor’s degree in physics and began 
work as a quantitative trader for Jane Street 
Capital. Seven years later, he was “a bil- 
lionaire 16 times over” who had “one of the 
fastest accumulations of self-made wealth 
in history,” according to Nicholas Pongratz 
of BeInCrypto. Forbes named him among 
its 2021 “30 Under 30” in North American 
finance, and CNBC’s Jim Cramer called 
SBF “the J.P. Morgan of this generation.” 

What catapulted him to financial ce- 
lebrity? The simple answer is arbitrage, 
or buying in one market and selling at a 
higher price in another market. 

By late 2017 he had quit Jane Street and 
launched a cryptocurrency trading firm, 
Alameda Research, which specialized in 
buying and selling Bitcoin and other digi- 
tal tokens. At the time, Bitcoin was sell- 
ing for around $10,000 in the States, while 
it traded for 10 percent more than that in 
Japan and 30 percent more in Korea. Tak- 
ing advantage of the price difference was 
tedious work, “but it was doable,” SBF 
told Pongratz, “and you could scale it, 


Too close for comfort? 
U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
Chairman Gary Gensler 
once worked for Glenn 
Ellison, father of the 
scandal-ridden ex-CEO 
of Alameda Research, 
Caroline Ellison. 
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making literally 10% per weekday, which 
is just absolutely insane.” 

The “hard part” was convincing banks 
in various countries to gamble on his en- 
terprise so he could handle all the trades. 
So, he chose a company name that would 
hide his crypto focus. The deceit lay not 
in “Alameda” — his hometown near San 
Francisco — but in the word “Research.” 

“Tf you named your company, like, ‘we 
do cryptocurrency, Bitcoin, arbitrage, 
multinational stuff,’ no one’s going to give 
you a bank account,” SBF told Real Vi- 
sion podcast host Ash Bennington in June 
2021. “But everyone wants to serve a re- 
search institute.” 

Alameda’s success prompted SBF to 
launch his own cryptocurrency exchange 
in 2019. FTX is short for “Futures Ex- 
change,” and it was a forum where users 
could buy and sell digital currency. FTX 
also launched its own cryptocurrency coin 
— called FTT (short for FTX Token) — 
which is equivalent to printing money out 
of thin air but common practice for compa- 
nies in the crypto world. Tokens have value 
as long as there is market demand for them. 
(Bitcoin is different, as we’ll see.) 

Riding a bull market for crypto, FTX 
reached an $18 billion valuation by July 
2021, with huge investors such as Soft- 
bank, Sequoia Capital, and leftist finan- 
cial behemoth BlackRock. The company 
billed itself as the “most trusted way to 
buy & sell crypto” in advertisements fea- 
turing celebrities such as Larry David and 
Tom Brady. It also landed a 19-year, $135 
million naming-rights contract for the 
Miami Heat basketball stadium in Flori- 
da. Digital currency news outlet Decrypt 
reported that SBF bragged at the time, 
“We don’t need the other 18 years to have 
the funds,” giving the impression that the 
company was riding high. 


Altruism or Avarice? 

FTX advanced to become the world’s 
third-largest cryptocurrency exchange by 
volume, achieving a $32 billion valua- 
tion at its height. Amid this success, SBF 
pushed “effective altruism,” a philan- 
thropic movement whose followers pur- 
sue wealth in order to donate it to chari- 
table causes. He had worked briefly for 
the Centre for Effective Altruism (CEA) 
prior to launching Alameda Research, and 
it was CEA head Tara Mac Aulay who co- 
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founded the trading firm with him. (After 
the FTX collapse, she tweeted that she and 
several others resigned from Alameda in 
2018 “in part due to concerns over risk 
management and business ethics.”) 

His alleged philanthropy evinced itself 
in tens of millions of dollars’ worth of do- 
nations to liberal causes. Hence the kiss 
from Waters, pundits surmise. 

But it is not just FTX investors who 
may have lost their shirts to SBF’s sup- 
posed altruism. Last March, CoinDesk re- 
ported that FTX partnered with Ukraine to 
launch a crypto-donation website for that 
country’s war effort. The announcement 
came within days of President Joe Biden’s 
pledge of American taxpayer dollars to 


Ukraine, which as of November amounted : 


to $60 billion. After FTX filed for bank- 
ruptcy protection, rumors circulated about 
a vast money-laundering operation: Biden 
funneled U.S. aid to the invaded nation, 
which invested in FTX, which then made 
massive donations to U.S. Democrats, all 
courtesy of the American taxpayer. 


The Covid Connection 

SBF also used his supposed wealth to set 
himself up as the poster child for pan- 
demic preparedness. In 2020 he launched 
the nonprofit Guarding Against Pandem- 
ics (GAP), “to support legislation that 
increases government investment in pan- 
demic prevention plans,” according to In- 
fluence Watch. GAP endorses the Biden 
administration’s proposal of $30 billion 
in federal funding to contain future out- 
breaks. The group’s website calls for 
development of advanced vaccines and 
therapies, improved masks, more effec- 
tive testing, and pandemic-proof build- 
ings. In other words, GAP supports ev- 
erything about the government’s policies 
that wrecked the economy, ruined lives, 
and eroded liberty. 

SBF installed his brother, Gabe Bank- 
man-Fried, as GAP director. Interesting- 
ly, Gabe had previously worked for two 
years as a legislative correspondent on the 
House Financial Services Committee. His 
resumé also includes a six-month stint as a 
data consultant for Civis Analytics, a firm 
that supports Democratic causes. 

Among GAP’s first ventures was a 
$150,000 advertising campaign pushing 
Democratic lawmakers to back federal 
pandemic funding. From that modest be- 
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Conflict of interest? U.S. Representatives Patrick McHenry (R-N.C.) and Maxine Waters 
(D-Calif.) lead the bipartisan House Financial Services Committee investigation into the FTX 
collapse, despite their long-running association with Sam Bankman-Fried. 


ginning the PAC’s donations skyrocketed. 
The “brothers and their network have 
spent at least $70 million since October 
2021 on research projects, campaign do- 
nations and other initiatives intended to 
improve biosecurity and prevent the next 
pandemic,” The Washington Post reported 
in November. 

Under SBF’s leadership, FTX also fund- 
ed the Brazilian TOGETHER Trial, which 
launched in 2020 and quickly concluded 
that ivermectin is not effective against the 
virus that causes Covid-19. Ignoring near- 
ly 90 percent of other clinical trials that 
demonstrated the benefits of ivermectin 
for Covid patients, bureaucrats and major 
media still quote the flawed study in their 
promotion of the Covid jab. 

In a review of the raw data, Charles 
Hooper and David Henderson of the Cato 
Institute pointed out that ivermectin “actu- 
ally did benefit the Brazilians in the treat- 
ment group.” They also warned of glaring 
conflicts of interest, in that “some of the 
researchers involved in the TOGETHER 
trial had performed paid services for 
Pfizer, Merck, Regeneron, and AstraZen- 
eca, all companies involved in developing 
COVID-19 therapeutics and vaccines.” 


The Downfall 

The year 2022 evinced results of Biden’s 
“Build Back Better” regime, and crypto 
was not immune. Investors described the 
tough bear market as a “crypto winter.” By 
summer the market had lost $2 trillion in 
value from its high in 2021, according to 
CNBC. Collapses of various tokens trig- 
gered bankruptcies among lenders, but 
FTX emerged as a savior, bailing out two 
of the largest and earning a reputation as a 
rock in the tumultuous market. 

Its glory was short-lived. FTX had is- 
sued many counterfeit tokens to artifi- 
cially prop up its own market value and 
appear more liquid, a practice discovered 
during investigations by its top competi- 
tor, Binance, in anticipation of a merger 
with FTX. When Binance backed out of 
the deal, investors got nervous and caused 
a run on FTX, which was then forced to 
admit its lack of funds. 

Its $32 billion suddenly vanished into 
thin air, and its crash swamped the industry. 
Decrypt reported that overnight the entire 
crypto market lost billions, dropping below 
$1 trillion in value. Others such as BlockFi 
and Genesis followed with bankruptcy fil- 
ings, citing crippling ties to the failed giant. 
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Within days investors filed a class-action 
lawsuit against SBF and his cohorts, in- 
cluding celebrity promoters such as David 
and Brady. The plaintiffs’ team of attorneys 
includes two high-profile lawyers who suc- 
cessfully led the U.S. government’s anti- 
trust case against Microsoft in 2001. 

SBF resigned on November 11, the same 
day that FTX and its affiliates, including 
Alameda Research, declared bankruptcy. 
John J. Ray stepped in as the company’s 
new CEO. Ray is famous for overseeing 
the Enron bankruptcy proceedings in 2001 
and has 40 years’ experience cleaning up 
corporate collapses. 

In his bankruptcy court filing issued No- 
vember 17, Ray called the FTX debacle 
“unprecedented” and wrote, “Never in my 
career have I seen such a complete failure 
of corporate controls and such a complete 
absence of trustworthy financial informa- 
tion as occurred here.” At the time, he could 
not determine how much money the com- 
pany had or how many people it employed. 
The bankruptcy filing estimated that FTX 
US and Alameda Research each carried $10 
billion to $50 billion in liabilities. 

How could this be true, considering that 
the FTX website claimed that the company 
had “successfully undergone a US GAAP 
[generally accepted accounting principles] 


financial audit for 2021”? CoinDesk fur- 
ther reports that the “2020 and 2021 FTX 
US audits were performed by New York 
City-based Armanino,” while the compa- 
ny’s international arm, FTX Trading LLC, 
“worked with auditing firm Prager Metis.” 
It turns out these outfits are anything but 
transparent. The Deep Dive reveals that nei- 
ther Prager Metis (a private firm that claims 
more than 100 partners and principals) nor 
Armanino (which bills itself as a top-25 
U.S. accounting and consulting firm) iden- 
tifies any of its clients publicly. However, 
both companies’ oversight failure allowed 
FTX to release financial documents as re- 
cently as last summer that showed a robust 
$1.2 billion in 2021 revenues and $2.5 bil- 
lion in cash as of the end of that year. 
Ray’s testimony belies those finan- 
cials. On December 13 he revealed to the 
House Financial Services Committee that 
FTX had no accounting department and 
used QuickBooks to track its multibillion- 
dollar portfolio. He also confirmed that 
FTX had spent billions from customers’ 
accounts without their permission and had 
created a $65 billion line of credit from 
FTX to Alameda. “This is really just old- 
fashioned embezzlement. This is just tak- 
ing money from customers and using it for 
your own purpose,” he told legislators. 


Picking up the pieces: 
FTX Group CEO 
John J. Ray testifies 
during a December 
House Financial 
Services Committee 
hearing on the FIX 
collapse, calling it 
“unprecedented” in 
his 40-plus years’ 
experience. 
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“We know what Alameda did with the 
money,” said bankruptcy attorney Adam 
Landis in a January hearing. “It bought 
planes, houses, threw parties, made politi- 
cal donations. It made personal loans to its 
founders. It sponsored the FTX Arena in 
Miami, a Formula One team, the League 
of Legends, Coachella, and many other 
businesses, events and personalities.” 

Damian Williams, U.S. attorney for New 
York’s Southern District, arrived at the 
same conclusions. At a December 13 press 
conference, he accused SBF of “one of the 
biggest financial frauds in U.S. history” and 
zeroed in on campaign-finance violations. 
Williams said SBF made “tens of millions 
of dollars in illegal campaign contribu- 
tions” that were “disguised to look like they 
were coming from wealthy co-conspirators, 
when in fact, the contributions were funded 
by Alameda Research with stolen customer 
money.” He went on to postulate that “all 
of this dirty money was used in service of 
Bankman-Fried’s desire to buy bi-partisan 
influence and impact the direction of public 
policy in Washington.” Williams said that 
investigators hope to recoup some of the 
money SBF donated to campaigns to restore 
it to its rightful owners. 


Search and Rescue 
As of mid-January, Decrypt reported, bank- 
ruptcy attorneys had “clawed back $5B in 
lost assets” of “more than 9 million customer 
accounts linked to roughly $120 billion as- 
sociated transactions.” And if the phrase 
“clawed back” seems incongruous when 
referring to billions, consider that Ray also 
told The Wall Street Journal that he is even 
“looking into the possibility of reviving the 
bankrupt crypto exchange” if that would re- 
cover more value for customers than simply 
liquidating assets or selling the platform. 
But will other traceable funds be re- 
couped? Apparently not in all cases. For 
example, after the bankruptcy judge ter- 
minated FTX’s naming-rights agreement 
for the Miami Heat arena, the county is- 
sued a report explaining that, of the $20 
million FTX already paid under the con- 
tract, it has already spent a large amount 
on gun-violence-prevention initiatives. 
Jones Walker legal analyst David Wein- 
stein told investigative journalist Christina 
Vazquez that if the court determines that 
Miami-Dade County made the contract in 
good faith, there will likely be no obliga- 
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tion for payback. The same goes for “con- 
tributions made to political campaigns,” he 
explained, “where that money has already 
been spent, and that money is never going 
to be returned.” 

The “good faith” argument may be a 
hard sell in the case of politicians; the fed- 
eral government had been warned of fraud 
last May in testimony from Terry Duffy, 
chairman and CEO of the futures compa- 
ny CME Group. He appeared before the 
U.S. House Agriculture Committee and 
blew the whistle on FTX’s bankrupt busi- 
ness scheme. Legislators refused to listen. 
“T got berated,” he recalled in a CNBC in- 
terview after FTX declared bankruptcy. 

Why the congressional stonewalling? 
“Tt appears FTX founder Sam Bankman- 
Fried and his family had no shortage of in- 
fluence within the Democrat Party,” U.S. 
Representative Barry Loudermilk (R-Ga.) 
told The Daily Signal. Loudermilk, who 
serves on the Financial Services Com- 
mittee, added that such influence “could 
amount to conflicts of interest, especially 
if individuals within the Democrat Party 
accepted money with knowledge of poten- 
tial criminal activity occurring at FTX.” 

Loudermilk noted oddities that he said 
must be thoroughly investigated. “What did 
the SEC know and when did they know it?” 
he asked. “And is it a coincidence, given 
FTX’s involvement in the Democrat Party, 
that they filed for bankruptcy only days 
after the 2022 midterm elections?” 

Meanwhile, some members of Congress 
have already promised to forward dona- 
tions they received from SBF to charity, 
though how that helps restore investors’ 
money is not explained. Regardless, what 
they consider worthy causes would likely 
meet with SBF’s approval. Representa- 
tive Maxwell Frost (D-Fla.), for example, 
tweeted that he would send SBF’s contri- 
bution to the Zebra Coalition, an LGBTQ+ 
youth outreach. 

And while the Democratic National 
Committee and both the Democratic Sena- 
torial and Congressional Campaign Com- 
mittees have promised to return contribu- 
tions made by SBF since 2020, there is no 
word yet about what President Joe Biden 
intends to do with donations he received. 


Never Let a Crisis Go to Waste 


Instead, his administration is calling for 
tighter regulation of crypto. In a statement 
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FTX no more: A bankruptcy judge terminated FTX’s naming rights for the Miami Heat basketball 
arena, though experts predict that investors will never recover the $20 million FTX already paid 


under contract. 


released November 16, Treasury Secre- 
tary Janet Yellen called for “more effec- 
tive oversight of cryptocurrency markets” 
despite admitting the “very strong inves- 
tor and consumer protection laws” that 
already exist. 

SBF’s friend, Maxine Waters, agrees. 
“We need legislative action to ensure that 
digital assets entities cannot operate in the 
shadows outside of robust federal over- 
sight and clear rules of the road,” she de- 
clared in a Financial Services Committee 
press release. 

No wonder industry insiders postu- 
late that the FTX crash was planned to 
bring down crypto, or at least crush it 
under regulatory burden. They see the 
real target as bitcoin, the first alternative 
currency, originally released in January 
2009. Bitcoin is unique because it is en- 
tirely decentralized, as explained by Dr. 
Steve Turley of Eastern University on his 
TurleyTalks blog. No single institution 
issues Bitcoin, and its value is indepen- 
dent of any central bank or government. 
It uses open-source, peer-to-peer technol- 
ogy with no central servers or storage. Its 
ledger is public, and coding strictures and 
encryption not only prevent counterfeit- 


ing but also ensure a limited supply. No 
more than 21 million bitcoins will ever be 
minted. Its independence helps explain 
why Academy Securities strategist Peter 
Tchir told Markets Insider that Bitcoin 
“has remained surprisingly resilient” de- 
spite the FTX collapse. 

In other words, government can’t con- 
trol it, so Bitcoin stands in the way of plans 
to replace the dollar and link our money 
to a social-credit system that tracks every 
dollar earned, saved, and spent. 

The demise of FTX “guarantees a 
government crypto crackdown,” tweeted 
Robby Starbuck, who campaigned un- 
successfully in 2022 as a Republican for 
the U.S. House in Tennessee. The federal 
government will “use this as an excuse 
to advance their own digital currency to 
upend crypto. They’ll sell the government- 
backed digital currency by saying it will 
protect you,” he predicts. 

“T?m convinced the eventual endgame 
with [CBDC] is to tie a social credit sys- 
tem to it so you can’t spend money if 
you’ve said or done anything that the rul- 
ing class finds offensive,” Starbuck con- 
tinued. “Sam will have helped create that 
reality,” with FTX. 
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Starbuck cited the social-credit systems 
already employed by oppressive regimes 
such as China’s, which has been rating 
citizens since 2014. Those who misbe- 
have — according to the government’s 
definition of that word — are penalized 
in various ways, such as high utility rates, 
impeded access to public services, and re- 
strictions on travel or education. 

The same is planned for the United 
States by an establishment that has been 
openly plotting to implement a cashless 
society to control humanity. The United 
Nations’ “Better than Cash Alliance” — 
founded in 2012 and funded by leftist or- 
ganizations such as the Ford Foundation 
and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
— admits on its website that the aim is 
to “transition from cash to responsible 
digital payments to help achieve the Sus- 
tainable Development Goals” of Agenda 
2030. 

That document is the latest iteration 
of Agenda 21, a plan unveiled at the UN 
1992 Rio Earth Summit. It promises gov- 
ernment control over not just the environ- 
ment, but every area of life: education, 
employment, housing, property owner- 


ship, transportation, communications, en- 
ergy, healthcare, etc. UN officials dub it a 
comprehensive blueprint for the reorgani- 
zation of human society. And what better 
way to achieve that than by digital control 
of your finances? 

Reuters reports that dozens of countries 
worldwide are developing CBDCs, and 
places such as Greece, Israel, and Qatar 
have already placed thresholds on cash 
transactions. 

Here in the United States, none other 
than Maxine Waters tried twice to link 
2020 Covid stimulus payments to digi- 
tal-dollar wallets. The language she pro- 
posed ended up being stripped from the 
final bills, but Forbes stated the obvious: 
“This signals the U.S. is serious in estab- 
lishing infrastructure for a central bank 
digital currency.” 

Those who consider this an innocu- 
ous proposal need look no further than 
Agustin Carstens, general manager of the 
Bank of International Settlements (BIS), 
which is headquartered in Switzerland 
but operates beyond the jurisdiction of 
any government. In October 2020, he 
explained that CBDCs are about surveil- 


Digital-currency dictator: Agustin Carstens, general manager of Switzerland’s Bank of 


International Settlements, has helped develop central bank digital currencies in several countries 
and promises they will impose absolute control over individuals’ use of money. 
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lance and manipulation. “The central 
bank will have absolute control on the 
rules and responsibilities that will deter- 
mine the use” of digital currency, he said 
in a BIS video. “Also, we will have the 
technology to enforce that.” 

Earlier in 2020 he had announced a 
two-year plan to develop CBDCs with 
central banks in Canada, England, Eu- 
rope, Scandinavia, and the Federal 
Reserve System in New York. On cue, 
Biden issued an executive order last 
March pledging development of a U.S. 
CBDC. 

Then, in September, the White House 
published “Technical Evaluation for 
a U.S. Central Bank Digital Currency 
System,” which specified the adminis- 
tration’s plans. The 21 federal agencies 
involved in its authorship indicate the 
breadth of its impact — these include 
the Departments of Commerce, Defense, 
Energy, Homeland Security, Justice, 
Labor, State, and Transportation, and the 
Environmental Protection Agency. The 
document declares that the CBDC will 
advance “racial equality,” “minimize 
energy use,” and promote “U.S. envi- 
ronmental policies.” Get ready to toe the 
party line if you hope to use your future 
digital wallet. 

One month after that White House pub- 
lication came out, the BIS announced that 
it had successfully completed its pilot pro- 
gram on CBDC cross-border payments. 
The next month witnessed the FTX col- 
lapse, and within days, Reuters reported 
that New York’s Federal Reserve Bank was 
starting a 12-week “digital dollar pilot” 
program with nine global banking giants 
— including Citigroup, Mastercard, and 
Wells Fargo. 

How this story ends will depend on 
whether Americans allow globalist in- 
siders to use crises such as the FTX 
collapse to impose financial tyranny. 
As usual, we cannot trust major media, 
which focus solely on SBF’s criminal 
charges, support his Covid propaganda, 
scoff at the Ukraine connection, and 
remain silent about the semi-hidden 
CBDC agenda. It’s up to taxpayers in- 
terested in self-preservation to educate 
themselves and their elected officials 
about what this war on cash means to the 
future of individual liberty and national 
sovereignty. li 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ FEBRUARY 27, 2023 


COULD "= FTX FAIL PORTEND 
A BROADER ECONOMIC CRASH? 
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will feel the effects of the FTX collapse for years to come. 

There is also risk to the broader economy as illustrated in 
the relation of FTX to Hong Kong-based Tether, a company 
that markets a crypto token by the same name. 

Known as a “stablecoin” because it is intended to maintain 
a consistent price rather than fluctuate based on demand as 
other cryptocurrencies do, the Tether is equal to one U.S. dol- 
lar and is currently the most popular stablecoin. 

In 2021, crypto news site Protos reported that it was the 
only stablecoin that FTX used. In fact, Sam Bankman-Fried 
(SBF) founded FTX on May 8, 2019, the same day that Tether 
launched a $1 billion fundraiser. Additionally, FTX trading 
firm Alameda Research was one of two companies “responsi- 
ble for seeping roughly two-thirds of all Tether into the crypto 
ecosystem,” to the tune of tens of billions of dollars. 

After FTX and Alameda declared bankruptcy in Novem- 
ber, Tether announced that the collapse presented no risk to 
its token. However, Revolver reported that Tether could be 
“FTX on Steroids,” as there is no proof that the stablecoin 
is backed by dollars. “Tether has never been audited in any 
way,” despite having been launched in 2014. In fact, regula- 
tory authorities have fined Tether nearly $60 million in recent 
years for misrepresenting its reserves. 

If the parent company “is pumping out new Tethers without 
actually taking in an equal amount of USD [U:S. dollars], 
then it is essentially a privately-run money printer,” states 
Revolver. “Just manufacture new Tethers, pump them into a 
crypto exchange, use them to buy bitcoin, then sell the bitcoin 
for real U.S. dollars.” 

It’s interesting conjecture, considering that the company was 


| ie experts say the international crypto community 
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The next FTX? Tether is the most popular stablecoin, but some 
speculate it could be the next FTX, affecting broader economic 
markets. 


founded by venture capitalist Brock Pierce, a former child actor 
with connections to Jeffrey Epstein. In 2019, Crowdfund Insider 
described his crypto business model as “Just Print More Cash.” 
Though Pierce is no longer affiliated with Tether, Revolver calls 
the company’s current CEO and CFO “serial scammers.” 
Curiously, Tether seems to maintain itself in good graces with 
federal authorities. The Washington Post complained last August 
that the U.S. government had taken no action against the compa- 
ny for defying U.S. sanctions on Tornado Cash, a crypto service 
that allows users to launder money and hide stolen assets. 
Revolver also points out that Tether is the “crypto of choice” 
for everything from drug cartels “deeply intertwined with U.S. 
three-letter agencies” to “U.S. government-backed rebels in 
Myanmar” to “al-Qaeda affiliated Sunni rebel groups” in Syria. 
“Remember the infamous WikiLeaks-released email in which 
Hillary Clinton acknowledged Al-Qaeda is on our side in Syria?” 
the article asks. “If only there were a mechanism to quietly laun- 
der money to these U.S. backed groups with deniability!” 
Indeed, Bloomberg noted in 2021 that Tether presents an easy 
vehicle for money laundering, and following the Russian inva- 
sion of Ukraine, demand for Tether skyrocketed on the Ukrai- 
nian Crypto Exchange, CoinDesk reported. 
Could its close relationship with Alameda have also formed 
a money-laundering conduit for leftist causes that were recipi- 
ents of SBF’s philanthropy? He was, after all, a record-breaking 
donor to both Joe Biden and countless liberal campaigns. 
Moreover, is Tether truly as “stable” as it bills itself? Econ- 
omist Eswar Prasad warned CNBC in January that a run on 
stablecoins could upend the “very fragile” bond market. “Tether 
says that more than 58% ofits reserves are held in U.S. Treasury 
Bills, accounting for around $39.7 billion.” A liquidity crisis 
would force it to redeem those holdings, creating turmoil in the 
U.S. economy. Considering plans for a central bank digital cur- 
rency, perhaps that is what regulators are after. 
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WEES AGENDA-SETTIN 


CONFAB 


Once again, jet-setting globalists traveled to 
Davos to map out their plans for global control. 


by Steve Bonta 


T his year’s World Economic 
Forum, the 53rd such annual 
meeting, has returned to its tradi- 
tional January time slot after several years 
of pandemic-related delays and cancel- 
lations. The WEF has traditionally met 
soon after the New Year in order to serve 
as an annual agenda-setting event, one of 
the most important venues for globalists 
to align their New Year’s resolutions for 
more action-oriented venues later in the 
year. Founded by German economist, en- 
gineer, and all-around International Man 
of Mystery Klaus Schwab, the WEF takes 
over the Alpine Swiss village of Davos 


Steve Bonta is executive senior editor of 
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for an entire week. Its guest roster always 
includes a generous number of political 
leaders, including heads of state, as well 
as assorted prominent economists, busi- 
ness leaders, and cultural icons. Hailing 
from all over the world and speaking 
dozens of different languages, Davos at- 
tendees are typically united in their sup- 
port for international socialism and their 
intention to remake the global political 
and economic system. 

This year, the four-day get-together — 
held January 16-19 — was all about the 
need for systemic change, as the 2023 
program made clear. Invoking the fragility 
of a global system ravaged by the Covid 
pandemic and the Russia-Ukraine war, 
the WEF’s official program laid out five 
agenda items targeting comprehensive 
systemic change: 


Mountain retreat: Davos, Switzerland, a small 
town in the Swiss Alps, is chiefly known for 
being the venue each January for the week- 
long World Economic Forum convention. 


Addressing the Current Energy 
and Food Crises in the context of 
a New System for Energy, Climate 
and Nature. 

Addressing the Current High In- 
flation, Low Growth, High Debt 
Economy in the context of a New 
System for Investment, Trade and 
Infrastructure. 

Addressing the Current Industry 
Headwinds in the context of a New 
System for Harnessing Frontier 
Technologies for Private Sector In- 
novation and Resilience. 

Addressing the Current Social Vul- 
nerabilities in the context of a New 
System for Work, Skills and Care. 

Addressing the Current Geopoliti- 
cal Risks in the context of a New Sys- 
tem for Dialogue and Cooperation in 
a Multipolar World. 


Just what these “new systems” might en- 
tail is purposefully vague. But global elites 
profess to be spooked by many current 
trends that could undo the globalization 
of the last several decades, including the 
decoupling of the Chinese economy from 
the rest of the world, the election of anti- 
globalist heads of state such as Donald 
Trump and Brazil’s Jair Bolsonaro, and 
the towering levels of debt and inflation 
that threaten to topple the entire world fi- 
nancial and economic system. According 
to the introduction to the WEF’s 2023 pro- 
gram, “For the first time since the 1970s, 
the world is facing a precarious disequi- 
librium with growth and inflation moving 
in oppositive directions. This is occurring 
alongside heightened geo-economic frag- 
mentation, financial sector vulnerabilities 
... anda climate crisis spiraling out of con- 
trol.” And The Guardian s Larry Elliott, in 
a piece highlighting the gloomy mood at 
Davos this year, lamented that “the golden 
age of globalization in the late 1990s and 
early 2000s is now a fast-fading memory.” 


Globalization Not Waning 


Would that globalization would go the 
way of the woolly mammoth! But rumors 
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of its demise are premature, to say the 
least. As always, Davos served as a sound- 
ing board for new globalist agenda items 
bandied about in WEF panel discussions 
and public speeches. And the number- 
one message being communicated in this 
year’s public sessions was that globaliza- 
tion is here to stay. 

According to historian Niall Ferguson, 
speaking in Davos, the notion of deglobal- 
ization is a “mirage.” Ferguson assured his 
globalist audience that all the seemingly 
disruptive crises of the past few years are 
“Just history happening,” not nails in the 
coffin of globalization. “This is how his- 
tory works,” Ferguson said. “You get stuff 
that is not so perceptible, the economic 
convergence, the technological change, 
which were obviously going to alter the 
way the global economy worked.” Under 
such turmoil, it would be surprising if 
there were not changes to the global eco- 
nomic structure, he added. 

Christian Klein, the CEO of German 
tech company SAP, seemed to agree, sug- 
gesting that the world is merely entering 
“the next phase of globalization,” a phase 
that would be characterized by, among 
other things, rejigging supply chains in re- 
sponse to the Russia-Ukraine war and the 
aftermath of the Covid pandemic. Despite 
such challenges, “we in the tech sector, we 
at SAP, we are very confident about the 
year ahead,” Klein added. 

Kristalina Georgieva, the International 
Monetary Fund chief, encapsulated the 
conference’s major economic theme by 
urging attendees on the final day of the 
conference to “keep the global economy 
integrated for the benefit of all of us.” 

Not surprisingly, the conference also 
focused heavily on technology, with a 
special session on Tuesday dedicated to 
exploring the impact of revolutionary new 
“generative AI” technology, especially the 
new software ChatGPT that has been the 
talk of the internet for the past couple of 
months. ChatGPT is able to literally write 
research papers, speeches, and agendas 
in response to even the simplest prompts, 
and is rapidly making traditional college 
assignments — such as term papers and 
essay writing — obsolete. 

It wouldn’t be a World Economic 
Forum without environmentalist histrion- 
ics, and this year’s Davos conclave was 
no exception. Former vice president Al 
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Davos has served as a sounding board for new globalist 
agenda items bandied about in WEF panel discussions 
and public speeches. And the number-one message being 
communicated in this year’s public sessions was that 


globalization is here to stay. 
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Setting the agenda: World Economic Forum founder and chairman Klaus Schwab has helmed 
one of the world’s most influential globalist institutions for more than 50 years. The annual forum 
at Davos, Switzerland, allows globalist elites to tweak their plans and talking points. 


Gore was the climate-alarmist headliner 
at a special panel discussion on saving the 
planet. Sounding like a secular evangelist 
preaching climate-change fire and brim- 
stone, Gore feverishly harangued those in 
attendance for more than seven minutes, 
insisting that environmental apocalypse 
is nigh at hand if we do not immediately 
forsake our destructive ways. 

First, the good news, according to Gore: 
The “Inflation Reduction Act” recently 
passed by Democrats and signed into law 
by President Biden on August 16, 2022, 
was “primarily a climate act.” Indeed, 
the $738 billion act is the largest climate- 
change boondoggle in U.S. history, allo- 
cating a whopping $391 billion for that 


conceit. So outrageous was the bill that 
even normally conciliatory RINOs in the 
House and Senate panned it, with the likes 
of Senate Minority Leader Mitch McCon- 
nell calling it “reckless spending.” Not a 
single Republican in either house voted 
for it, and every Democrat supported it. 
Almost every serious pundit agrees that 
the deceptively named bill will do noth- 
ing to reduce inflation. But as a payout to 
radical environmentalists both domestic 
and international, as well as to their anti- 
American agenda, it was certainly an un- 
precedented act, as Gore observed. 

In a subplot rich with irony, the Infla- 
tion Reduction Act has become a major 
bone of contention for many Europeans, 
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who — far from perceiving the environ- 
mental virtues touted by Gore — largely 
view the legislation as naked protection- 
ism that will hurt the EU’s economy. As 
a result, Senator Joe Manchin (D-W.V.), 
one of several U.S. legislators at Davos 
this year, had to resort to lengthy rhe- 
torical contortions in a different working 
session to defend the new law. “There’s 
been a lot of consternation and concerns 
about the IRA — the Inflation Reduction 
Act — thinking that it’s going to harm the 
E.U.,” Manchin said. “There is no intent 
whatsoever to harm any of our allies.” And 
oblivious to the likely eye-rolls, Manchin 
added reassuringly, “If you really want a 
clean environment, a cleaner environment, 
and some calming of geopolitical unrest 
that we have, you better be able to do it 
quicker, faster, and better than any place 
in the world, and then share it with your 
friends. That’s what we’re going to do.” 
Later, former U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Larry Summers offered further clarity, 
pointing out that competition on environ- 
mental policies, including “who can accel- 
erate a transition towards renewables more 


rapidly,” is healthy competition, and ought 
to be embraced. 


Gore’s “Seven Minutes of Terror” 
Meanwhile Al Gore, in his jeremiad, 
praised the overthrow of Jair Bolsonaro 
in Brazil by Marxist Luiz Inacio “Lula” 
da Silva, proclaiming it a victory for rain- 
forest preservation, and also characterized 
as “good news” the recent ouster of Aus- 
tralia’s conservative prime minister Scott 
Morrison by leftist Anthony Albanese. He 
waxed effusive about all the new renew- 
able energy technologies, which are re- 
placing fossil fuels and other traditional 
energy sources all over the world (except, 
of course, in Communist China, which 
neither Gore nor anyone else in global en- 
vironmentalist circles ever seems to men- 
tion). Finally, Gore commended the many 
CEOs and other people of influence in 
business circles for their increased “pas- 
sion” for the supposed climate crisis. 
But, Gore observed, his voice ris- 
ing with emotion, “we are still losing.” 
Global greenhouse-gas emissions are still 
going up, he noted, once again failing to 
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Saving the planet: Former senator and vice president Al Gore is a member of the WEF’s board 
of trustees and the most prominent voice at the forum advocating radical global environmental 
policies, such as ending the use of fossil fuels. 
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mention that China is the chief culprit. 
Erroneously claiming that the tropo- 
sphere is “only five to seven kilometers 
thick” (it actually averages 13 kilome- 
ters, or 8.1 miles, thick), Gore, in an odd 
choice of metaphor, asserted that we have 
turned it into “an open sewer.” 

And the claims got “curioser and cu- 
rioser” as Gore warmed to his subject 
before a backdrop of a satellite photo of 
Amazonia. Thundered the former senator 
and vice president: 


We’re still putting 162 million tons 
of greenhouse gas pollution into [the 
troposphere] every single day, and 
the accumulated amount is now trap- 
ping as much extra heat as would be 
released by 600,000 Hiroshima-class 
atomic bombs exploding every single 
day on the earth. That’s what’s boil- 
ing the oceans, creating these atmo- 
spheric rivers, and the rain bombs, 
and sucking the moisture out of the 
land, and creating the droughts, and 
melting the ice, and raising the sea 
level, and causing these waves of cli- 
mate refugees predicted to reach one 
billion in this century!” 


“Rain bomb,” for the environmentally 
uninitiated, is non-scientific scare-speak 
for what used to be called a “downpour” 
or “cloud burst.” “Atmospheric river” is a 
recent coinage for what used to be called 
“cloud bands,” the long, strung-out cloud 
formations that convey moisture from one 
region to another — since, it turns out, 
weather does not stand still. As for “boil- 
ing oceans,” we have no idea what Gore 
was referring to. 

Turning to geopolitics, Gore implored 
his audience to “look at the xenophobia 
and political authoritarian trends that have 
come from just a few million refugees. 
What about a billion? We would lose our 
capacity for self-governance!” The not-so- 
subtle swipe at those opposed to Biden’s 
unhinged immigration policies seemed to 
imply that the MAGA movement, January 
6, and the general rise in populism and de- 
sire to return to limited government are, in 
fact, products of the climate crisis. 

Gore expressed hope that the young 
people will achieve what his generation 
could not: stopping human progress in 
its tracks. He applauded Greta Thunberg 
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War and peace: This year’s WEF dedicated a lot of time to the possible ramifications of the Russia- 
Ukraine war, and how to prevent Putin from annexing Ukraine while avoiding World War III. 


and her recent police detention on the site 
of a German coal mine. He excoriated the 
World Bank for having a “climate denier” 
in charge (a reference to World Bank presi- 
dent David Malpass, who last year had the 
audacity to cast doubt on the dogma that 
fossil fuels are warming the planet), and for 
“completely failing to do its job.” Gore also 
railed against the United Arab Emirates’ 
Sultan Al Jaber (without naming him), the 
CEO of Abu Dhabi National Oil Company, 
who, in a delicious twist of duplicity, was 
recently named president of this year’s UN 
Climate Conference (COP28) in Dubai. 
“We cannot let the oil companies and gas 
companies and petro states tell us what is 
permissible,” the former veep vituperated. 
“Tn the last COP, we were not even allowed 
to discuss scaling down oil and gas!” 

Gore concluded with a lengthy tantrum 
about the oil and gas industries and their 
woeful tendency to fight back against the 
efforts of enviro-extremists to shut them 
down completely, all to approving nods 
and applause from those assembled. 

Gore’s “seven minutes of terror” were 
a welcome dose of sincerity in an event 
typically dominated by word-parsing, 
well-groomed elites careful to avoid refer- 
ring too overtly to their radical globalist 
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designs. Al Gore, by contrast, was open 
and artless in his fiery denunciations of 
human progress, and particularly the en- 
ergy sector that has elevated incalculably 
the standard of living for the entire human 
race. By Gore’s logic — and that of mod- 
ern radical environmentalists — all gas, 
oil, coal, and petroleum products such as 
plastic need to be abolished or, at the very 
least, scaled back to 19th-century levels of 
production and consumption, a plan that 
would, inevitably, entail a return to 19th- 
century standards of living. 


Their Real Mindset 

This anti-progress mindset is pervasive 
among globalist elites, including Davos 
attendees. At root, however, they are far 
more opposed to the empowerment and 
independence that modern technology has 
conferred on ordinary people worldwide 
than they are to alleged environmental 
abuses. After all, hundreds of them trav- 
eled to Davos in private jets and spent 
the week enjoying luxuries that only a 
small elite can access. No, their beef is 
not with environmental abuse and over- 
consumption in principle; it is with little 
people who dare to enjoy technologies and 
luxuries that they would rather reserve to 
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themselves — such as fast, convenient 
travel and unfettered access to informa- 
tion via the internet. Gore’s diatribe was a 
welcome reminder to the sane of just how 
high the stakes are, and how unhinged the 
radical opposition is. 

Besides the global environment, the 
Russia-Ukraine war attracted a lot of at- 
tention, as expected, including a panel 
that pondered whether the unthinkable 
— anuclear war — might be in the cards. 
Not surprisingly, Russia was disinvited 
to this year’s WEF, and the consensus 
was that Russia could not be permitted 
to conquer Ukraine, much less get away 
with nuclear blackmail — lest the en- 
tire globalist project be discredited. A 
panel on the final day of the forum rec- 
ommended a strengthening of sanctions 
against Russia, but saw Russia likely 
evolving into “a giant Iran’”— poor, iso- 
lated from the outside world, and bris- 
tling with weapons. The need for regime 
change was openly discussed, although 
the panelists admitted that getting rid of 
Putin was a tall order. 

Anyone doubting the seriousness of 
the World Economic Forum or its clout 
in the global governance game need look 
no further than the organization’s Board 
of Trustees, which includes a large num- 
ber of the world’s most powerful people 
in government, finance, business, and 
culture. Al Gore is a board member, and 
so are Christine LaGarde, president of the 
European Central Bank; Ngozi Okonjo- 
Iweala, director-general of the World 
Trade Organization; and the aforemen- 
tioned Kristalina Georgieva of the IMF. 
The business sector is represented by the 
likes of Larry Fink, CEO of BlackRock, 
the world’s largest investment firm; Jim 
Hagemann Swab, chairman of Siemens; 
and many others. The science sector is 
represented by L. Rafael Reif, president of 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 
and Fabiola Gianotti, director-general of 
CERN, Europe’s most venerable particle 
physics research facility. 

Despite a clear European bias in board 
membership, there can be no doubt that 
this organization is immensely influential. 
Its stated goal, to promote “true global 
citizenship,” should be taken seriously by 
Americans and people of all nationalities 
who value their own countries’ sovereign- 
ty and independence. Mf 
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“Dennis Behreandt’s End Game 
makes a compelling, fact-based 
case that the COVID lockdowns 
and mandates set the stage for 
what either will be a Great Reset 
that will use modern technology 
to complete our slide into 
totalitarianism or a (peaceful) 
revolt against our ruling class that 
will lead to a Great Restoration 
of our Constitutional Republic.” 


— Ron Paul, former congressman 
and presidential candidate 
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HEALTHCARE 


Is the Biden Administration Promoting 
Abortion via Contraceptives? 


The Food and Drug Administration is rewriting patient safety labeling on America’s most 
popular oral “morning after” pill, concealing its abortifacient properties. 
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Hidden agenda? President Biden issued an executive order last July that erroneously implies that 


June’s Roe v. Wade reversal imperils women’s access to contraceptives. 


by Rebecca Terrell 


ince the U.S. Supreme Court ended 
S federal protections for abortion last 
June, the Biden administration has 
been promoting the idea that women’s 
access to contraceptives is in jeopardy. 
In remarks last July when he issued his 
Executive Order on Protecting Access 
to Reproductive Healthcare Services, 
Biden vowed, “My administration will 
also protect a woman’s access to medica- 
tions that are approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration — the FDA — like 
contraception, which is essential for pre- 
ventative healthcare.” 
However, no state abortion laws ban 
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birth control. Is Biden’s argument just a 
red herring, or is it concealing a veiled 
admission of abortifacient potential in 
contraceptives? 

A recent FDA announcement helps 
answer that question. On December 23 
the agency issued a Decisional Memo- 
randum about levonorgestrel emergency 
contraception (LNG-EC), well known by 
the brand name Plan B One-Step. It is 
an over-the-counter “morning after” pill 
that women can take within 72 hours of 
intercourse. 

The FDA’s memorandum revealed 
plans to update Plan B patient safety infor- 
mation by removing facts about its abor- 
tifacient potential from the medication’s 


labeling. According to traditional product 
literature, the drug releases a synthetic 
hormone, levonorgestrel (LNG), which 
works in three ways. 

First, it discourages ovulation — the re- 
lease of an egg from an ovary. If a woman 
doesn’t ovulate, she can’t get pregnant. 

Next, it discourages fertilization of a re- 
leased egg by impeding movement of both 
egg and sperm. If the egg and sperm can’t 
meet, no pregnancy occurs. 

A third mechanism of action is that the 
contraceptive can interfere with a wom- 
an’s uterine lining, preventing a develop- 
ing baby from implanting in the womb. 
In medical language this developing 
baby is known as a blastocyst, and some 
refer to it as a fertilized egg — an errone- 
ous term because if it is fertilized, it isn’t 
an egg anymore. Regardless of the termi- 
nology employed, uterine damage from 
LNG affects pregnancy post-fertilization 
(1.e., after conception, when unique DNA 
is present and a new life already exists). 
In other words, the drug can cause an 
abortion. 

Not anymore! FDA now says Plan 
B One-Step cannot cause abortion, and 
the drug’s former product labeling has 
caused “consumer confusion.” Updates 
to the literature — which were requested 
by the drug manufacturer — are intended 
to “reduce barriers to use of the legally 
marketed approved product,” reads the 
memorandum. 

It’s interesting timing: SCOTUS 
hands down a ruling that supposedly af- 
fects sales of a pharmaceutical drug, and 
FDA erases verbiage that could affect 
Big Pharma’s bottom line. So much for 
informed consent. 

FDA excuses itself by arguing that the 
“science has evolved since original ap- 
proval” of the drug, so an update to the 
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product’s accompanying literature is war- 
ranted. However, of the 64 references 
listed in the Decisional Memorandum, 
none were published within the last five 
years. Fifty-five of them are more than a 
decade old, and 23 of them predate 2003. 
So much for late-breaking research influ- 
encing patient safety updates. 


Category X 

Missing from the memorandum’s cita- 
tions is a March 2015 study on LNG 
published in the journal Experimental 
and Therapeutic Medicine. It identifies 
the contraceptive as an FDA Pregnancy 
Category X medication, noting that “Cat- 
egory X drugs can be traded illegally via 
the internet for the purpose of early preg- 
nancy termination.” 

FDA introduced its pregnancy catego- 
ries in 1979, and Category X is the high- 
est-risk. It is applied to any drug proven 
to cause fetal abnormalities or other ad- 
verse reactions in pregnancy — risks that 
“clearly outweigh potential benefits,” 
explains the U.S. Department of Health 
& Human Services’ Chemical Hazards 
Emergency Medical Management web- 


site. All progestins (i.e., hormonal con- 
traceptives) — of which LNG is one ex- 
ample — are classified as Category X. 


Abortifacient 

Though the classification hasn’t changed, 
an updated information page on the FDA 
website outright denies that LNG is an 
abortifacient. The agency insists, “Evi- 
dence does not support that the drug af- 
fects implantation or maintenance of a 
pregnancy after implantation, therefore it 
does not terminate a pregnancy.” 

Incidentally, that statement contains a 
blatant admission that pregnancy exists 
prior to implantation. It is an important 
point, since some abortion advocates 
still erroneously cling to the argument 
that life begins not at conception, when 
unique DNA is created, but only at some 
arbitrary threshold such as implantation 
or the even more ambiguous and change- 
able “age of viability.” 

However, the claim that the drug does 
not affect implantation is demonstrably 
false. For instance, the National Library 
of Medicine relates that one of the ways 
LNG works is “by changing the lining of 


Contraceptive or abortifacient? Patient safety information accompanying the most popular 
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over-the-counter contraceptive pill, Plan B One-Step, is getting an overhaul since the U.S. 
Supreme Court removed federal protections for abortion. 
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the uterus (womb) to prevent development 
of a pregnancy.” (Notice that it does not 
say “to prevent pregnancy,” but “to pre- 
vent development of a pregnancy” — an 
important distinction.) 

Numerous scientific studies support the 
National Library’s statement. The journal 
Endocrinology included a February 2020 
investigation titled “Levonorgestrel In- 
hibits Embryo Attachment by Eliminating 
Uterine Induction of Leukemia Inhibitory 
Factor,” and its authors noted the impor- 
tance of their research to the “understand- 
ing of contraceptive action.” FDA’s De- 
cember memorandum actually mentioned 
this study, but brushed it aside as having 
insignificant clinical relevance. 

The FDA is not alone in its disdain for 
research that condemns LNG as an abor- 
tion-inducing drug. The May 2014 issue 
of Linacre Quarterly published “Levonor- 
gestrel in cases of rape: How does it 
work?” which featured a comprehensive 
review of studies into LNG’s mechanisms 
of action. “The literature on LNG-EC 
contradicts the commonly held belief, and 
subsequent bioethical conclusions, that 
this drug primarily works to prevent ovu- 
lation and fertilization,” the article states. 

It’s obvious from related studies that 
LNG certainly affects the endometrial 
lining and therefore implantation. A 2006 
study published in the journal Contracep- 
tion noted that LNG-EC “is associated 
with significant but transient changes in 
menstrual patterns in a significant pro- 
portion of users.” FDA’s memorandum 
ignored that research altogether. 

However, the federal judiciary ac- 
knowledges LNG’s abortifacient prop- 
erties. In the 2014 case Burwell v. Hobby 
Lobby, the U.S. Supreme Court struck 
down ObamaCare’s 2012 contraceptive 
mandate, which forced all insurance 
companies to provide contraceptives 
free of charge. Pro-life employers and 
individuals objected to being forced to 
pay into health plans that offer abortifa- 
cient drugs. 

LNG was one of the contraceptives 
specifically named. The case included an 
amicus curiae brief by several national 
physician organizations. Experts from 
these groups explained that not only did 
FDA acknowledge that “Plan B may pre- 
vent a fertilized egg from attaching to the 
womb (implantation),” but the drug man- 
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ufacturer also admitted that its 
product worked by “altering the 
endometrium, which may inhibit 
implantation.” 

For a more in-depth expla- 
nation of how the drug works, 
The New American turned to Dr. 
Christina Francis, CEO of the 
American Association of Pro- 
Life Obstetricians and Gyne- 
cologists. “Plan B is a high-dose 
progestin [synthetic progester- 
one] that, if taken at a point in 
a woman’s cycle that is 2 to 4 
days prior to the peak of her lu- 
teinizing hormone (LH) levels, 
will delay or prevent ovulation, 
which in turn prevents concep- 
tion,” Francis relates. “How- 
ever, taking Plan B too close to 
or after this LH peak may not 
prevent conception but instead 
only lower the woman’s levels 
of progesterone — the hormone 
that allows the embryo to im- 


Unmasking deceit: Charlotte Lozier Institute senior fellow Dr. 
Ingrid Skop points out that state abortion laws cannot restrict 
access to any contraceptives because no “known pregnancy” 
exists when they are used. 


Unfortunately, due to techno- 
logical limitations, researchers 
lack absolute data to confirm the 
frequency of this phenomenon. 
“We do not know how often 
[failed implantation] occurs, be- 
cause we do not have tests so- 
phisticated enough to detect the 
embryo before implantation,” 
says Skop. 


Subjective Truth 

Though the frequency of failed im- 
plantation may remain unknown, 
FDA bureaucrats are not alone 
in denying the reality that LNG 
can cause it. The 2016 Linacre 
researchers complained that the 
abortifacient potential of the drug 
is “frequently ignored” in studies, 
and they cited several examples. 
Curiously, each of their examples 
is creditably referenced in the 
FDA’s Decisional Memorandum. 
Even more interesting is the fact 
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plant and grow. This means that 
Plan B has the potential not only 
to prevent the creation of a new human 
life but also to end that life in its earliest 
stages.” 


Survey of Research 
Independent studies confirm Francis’ ac- 
count. In 2016, an international team of 
researchers published findings in the Lin- 
acre Quarterly. They sought to compare 
pre- and post-fertilization effects of Plan 
B One-Step. The drug’s ability to prevent 
fertilization would classify it as a contra- 
ceptive; its action ending pregnancy after 
conception would define it as an abortifa- 
cient as well. 

Their “Lay Summary” concluded that 
Plan B 


was originally thought to work by 
preventing fertilization. Recent re- 
search has cast doubt on this. Our 
review of the research suggests that 
it could act in a pre-fertilization 
capacity, and we estimate that it 
could prevent ovulation in only 15 
percent or less of cases. The drug 
has no ability to alter sperm func- 
tion and limited ability to suppress 
ovulation. Further, data suggest that 
when administered pre-ovulation, it 
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may have a post-fertilization MOA 
[mechanism of action]. 


In other words, they concluded that LNG 
is an ineffective contraceptive but may 
snuff out newly conceived life. 

These findings do not surprise Dr. In- 
grid Skop, senior fellow and director of 
medical affairs for the pro-life Charlotte 
Lozier Institute. “Plan B’s primary mecha- 
nism of action is delay of ovulation. Un- 
fortunately, that is the reason it does not 
work well as a contraceptive,” she told 
The New American. “If a woman ovulated 
shortly before the act of unprotected inter- 
course, she is likely to become pregnant.” 

She went on to confirm that FDA’s 
decision to rewrite Plan B patient safety 
information is unjustified. “Any proges- 
tin-containing contraceptive has the po- 
tential to interfere with implantation if 
the primary mechanism fails to prevent 
ovulation and fertilization occurs, be- 
cause the progestin may also cause the 
uterine lining (endometrium) to be less 
hospitable to the developing embryo,” 
she explained. “I am not aware of any re- 
cent evidence that this endometrial effect 
cannot ever occur, as the FDA implies.” 


that the 2016 Linacre report is also 
listed among references, but cited 
nowhere else within the memorandum. 

“Women deserve complete and accu- 
rate information about emergency con- 
traceptives, including how they work and 
what their risks are,” Francis says. “De- 
nying this fact contradicts the available 
evidence and denies women accurate in- 
formation about this drug’s effect on her 
body and potentially her child.” 

Skop agrees. “Knowledge of this poten- 
tial effect is an important component of in- 
formed consent counseling,” she notes. “It 
is not appropriate to change labeling of a 
pharmaceutical product without clinical 
evidence in pursuit of political goals.” 

However, Skop adds another twist to this 
tangled web. She points out that state laws 
define abortion only as “an action taken to 
end a known pregnancy. Even the most sen- 
sitive pregnancy test cannot detect BHCG 
[the pregnancy hormone] until several days 
after implantation.” In other words, state 
abortion laws cannot restrict access to Plan B 
or other contraceptives, because no “known 
pregnancy” exists when they are used. 

Yet thanks to the FDA’s recent updates, 
pro-life laws are demonized, important re- 
search is suppressed, and users of the drug 
are denied informed consent. At least sales 
of Plan B One-Step won’t suffer. 
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YOUNG WOMAN STANDS UP AGAINST 
MEN IN WOMEN’S LOCKER ROOMS 


by C. Mitchell Shaw 


story out of a San Diego suburb demonstrates that he- 
Ak bravery is not the sole province of adults. In late 

December, 17-year-old Rebecca Phillips was changing 
clothes after swimming laps at the Santee YMCA when she 
saw a naked man — who claims he’s a woman — in the shower 
room. Terrified, the young woman did what any young woman 
would probably do in that situation: She hid behind a flimsy 
shower curtain in the shower until the man put his clothes on 
and left the shower room. 

The next thing she did was not something just any young 
woman in that situation would do: She reported the incident to 
the front-desk staff. It did not go well. The staff 
— appearing annoyed — told Rebecca that the 
“woman” had a right to use the women’s shower 
room. The San Diego County YMCA director of 
membership went so far as to tell Rebecca’s father 
that she “was not in any danger at the time of the 
incident” — that she was “safe.” 

About two weeks later, Rebecca courageously 
shared her account before the Santee City Coun- 
cil. She told them that while hiding in the shower 
stall waiting for the naked man to leave and fear- 
ing for her safety, she thought of her young sister. 
She teared up as she said, “I could only think of 
my five-year-old sister who I bring to this gym 
during the summer to enjoy their water slides,” 
adding, “This is the YMCA, where hundreds of 
children spend their summer afternoons in child 


C. Mitchell Shaw, a freelance writer, is a strong advocate 
of both the free market and privacy. He addresses a wide 
range of issues related to the U.S. Constitution and liberty. 
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care camps. This is the YMCA where my little sister took gym- 
nastics lessons. The locker room was supposed to be her safe 
haven to gossip with her friends and shower and change.” 

As to the YMCA’s claim that “she was never in danger,” 
Phillips said, “I was made to feel as though I had done some- 
thing wrong when I talked to people at the YMCA.” She went 
on to say that after her father reached out to the YMCA to 
complain of the incident, “The YMCA wouldn’t let my fa- 
ther speak to the manager of the Santee branch. After waiting 
several days, he finally received a call from Teri Maas ... the 
Director of Membership for San Diego County. She informed 
my dad that I was not in any danger at the time of the incident. 
That I was safe.” 


0:40/ 4:32 — 
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She went on to say: 


But I ask you this: I’m assuming all of you 
either have a wife, a sister, daughters or 
granddaughters or are a woman yourself. 
Could you knowingly send an underage girl 
into a room with a naked male and say that 
she was not in danger, that she was safe, or 
more importantly, that this [was] right? 


And that is where Rebecca — who, despite 
the palpable fear betrayed in her voice, man- 
aged to be clear, articulate, and logical in her 
comments to the council — put her finger 
on the real point in all of this: Any female, 
but especially an underaged female, who is 
forced into the presence of a naked man does 
not feel safe, because she is not safe. 

Rebecca did not know that her comments 
to the Santee City Council were being re- 
corded and would be posted online. She 
knew she was taking a stand for girls and 
women, but she had no idea that within days, 
her name would be trending on Twitter. And 
to put in the for-what-it’s-worth column, it 
is usually not good news when your name is 
trending on a social-media platform, especially when it’s be- 
cause you stood up against the prevailing winds of liberalism. 

After the man-who-claims-he’s-a-woman came forward 
to identify himself, he became a media darling while liberal 
media painted Rebecca as the villain in this story. Christynne 
Wood, 66, has variously been described in liberal media as 
“shocked,” “thunderstruck,” and “amazed” that his nude pres- 
ence in a place designated for females would cause such a 
fuss. With a nod toward Shakespeare, methinks the “lady” 
doth protest too much. 

After the video of her comments went viral, Rebecca sat 
down with KUSI’s Hunter Sowards for a segment of Good 
Evening San Diego, and later with Fox News’ Tucker Carlson. 
In a clear, articulate manner, she explained that she does not 
hate anyone, but does want to protect other girls — especially 
young children — from having to go through what she expe- 
rienced. She said that her goal in sharing her story is to “spark 
change in San Diego County.” She told Sowards that although 
the YMCA offers many wonderful programs, “they’ve gone 
too far” by having a policy allowing grown men to shower 
with minor girls. 
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No longer safe: As LGBTQ activists continue to invade female locker rooms, shower rooms, 
and restrooms, the heroic courage of 17-year-old Rebecca Phillips stands out in sharp 
contrast to the cowardice of elected officials who invite the invasion. 


As KUSI reported, the Santee YMCA’s policy is the direct 
result of a decision by San Diego County in May of 2022 to 
redefine what it means to be a woman. In essence, Wood is 
legally a “woman” because he identifies as a woman. And it 
is against that legal, moral, and cultural weakness on the part 
of San Diego’s elected officials that Rebecca’s moral courage 
shines so brightly. While the Left twists logic and reason to 
reverse the roles in this story, making Rebecca out to be an 
“anti-LGBTQ” “homophobic” “liar,” while Mr. Christynne 
Wood is made out to be a downtrodden maiden in distress, one 
thing is clear: The hero in this story is a 17-year-old girl who 
saw something dreadfully wrong and bravely stood against it. 

It is easy in an age of “wokeness” to feel despair for the 
younger generation. Media — both news and entertainment — 
would have one believe that everyone under 30 is a rainbow- 
flag-waving revolutionary. But then along comes a Rebecca 
Phillips to restore our faith in the goodness of many in the 
younger generations. For moral courage that should shame 
those elected officials in her county, this writer and this pub- 
lication thank Rebecca for standing against the tide of moral 
degeneracy. Well done, young woman. Well done. Mf 
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“Merry Christmas Jay” 


Twenty-seven-year-old Jay Withey of 
Kenmore, New York, has been called a 
hero for rescuing 24 people during the 
deadly December blizzard in Buffalo that 
killed 44 people. And as a reward for his 
heroic efforts, he was gifted Super Bowl 
tickets by a Buffalo Bills legend. 

The December blizzard blanketed Buf- 
falo with 52 inches of snow, trapping peo- 
ple in their vehicles and rendering rescue 
vehicles unable to reach them. Withey was 
stranded east of Buffalo during the storm, 
and on December 24, after spending a 
night in his vehicle with two strangers, 
began running low on fuel. 

In an effort to find shelter from the bliz- 
zard for the three of them, he broke a win- 
dow at a nearby school and went inside. 
Once he secured shelter, he went back 
out into the blizzard in search of others 
who needed help. He found seven elderly 
people and multiple families with children 
and pets who were stranded in their ve- 
hicles. He helped bring them to the school. 

“T thought we were going to die,” said 
one of the trapped drivers, Sabrina Andi- 
no, according to ABC News. “It was scary 
and unforgettable. But seeing Jay ... and 
getting us in the school really saved us.” 

Fox News reported Jay brought back a 
total of 24 people. 

“My mission was just to keep going 
out and grabbing as many people as I can 
and to just keep going,” Withey told NBC 
News. “I just kept walking, and I walked 
until I cried and I couldn’t walk any fur- 
ther. I was just beat.” 

Inside, Withey pried open the kitchen 
door and found food for everyone. He 
grabbed blankets and water from the 
nurse’s office. He also left the front door 
open overnight in case anyone seeking 
shelter stumbled upon the school. 

After 24 hours, Withey found a snow- 
blower and used it to help dig everyone 
out, NBC News reported. 

Though Withey felt bad about destroy- 
ing school property, he knew it was a life- 
or-death situation. He left an apology note 
at the school explaining why he broke in. 

“To whom it may concern,” Withey 
wrote in the letter, “I’m terribly sorry 
about breaking the school window and 
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for breaking in the kitchen. Got stuck at 8 
p.m. Friday and slept in my truck with two 
strangers just trying not to die. There were 
seven elderly people also stuck and out of 
fuel. I had to do it to save everyone and 
get them shelter and food and a bathroom. 
Merry Christmas.” 

He signed the letter only “Jay,” earning 
him the moniker “Merry Christmas Jay.” 

The Cheektowaga Police Department 
(CPD) was alerted to the broken window 
when a keyholder for the school saw the 
broken glass. An officer saw the note and 
reviewed security footage and found that 
the people who sought shelter in the build- 
ing only used what they needed. They 
pulled smart boards from classrooms to 
watch for updates on the storm, only ate 
what they needed to survive, and allowed 
their children to use the gym to play. Ev- 
erything they used was put back exactly 
where they found it. 

“When they were finally able to leave 
safely, you never would have known any- 
one was there,” the CPD said. 

“This group of amazing people took 
care of each other and the building they 
found shelter in,” the department added. 

Jay’s letter was shared by the CPD on 
social media along with screenshots taken 
from security-camera footage in an ef- 
fort to find the man who risked his life to 
save others. The post assured viewers that 
there was no intention of pressing charges 
against him for destruction of property, 
but that the department wanted to identify 
“Jay” and recognize him for his “above 
and beyond” actions. When Jay was iden- 
tified, the CPD extended their gratitude for 
what he did on that fateful night. 

“T feel 100% that Jay’s actions were he- 
roic and 100% saved lives,” Cheektowaga 
Police Chief Brian Gould told ABC News. 

Withey told the CPD that the people 
with whom he sheltered at the school for 
the night have become like family and were 
planning a summer gathering together. 

“T just couldn’t ask for more better peo- 
ple to get stuck with,” Withey told NBC 
News. 

As if this story was not already perfect 
enough, on January 20, a video was posted 
to the Buffalo Bills Twitter page that cap- 
tured former Buffalo Bills running back 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


Thurman Thomas and his wife, Patti, sur- 
prising Withey with two tickets to Super 
Bowl LVI, set to take place on February 
12, People.com reported. 

“We love you. We know what you did 
on Christmas Eve was very heroic and you 
are our hero, and the Bills and Highmark 
want to present you with these tickets to go 
watch the Super Bowl,” Thomas told With- 
ey while presenting him with the tickets. 

Withey said he has been overwhelmed 
and shocked by the show of support he 
has received from complete strangers for 
what he did. He said he has even received 
thank-you letters from people as far away 
as Australia. 


Hody Childress Fund 


For more than a decade in the town of 
Geraldine, Alabama, a secret benefactor 
had been anonymously paying for the pre- 
scriptions of area residents who couldn’t 
afford them. That man has only recently 
been revealed to be Hody Childress, 80, a 
farmer and retired U.S. Air Force veteran, 
who sadly passed away on January 1. 

More than 10 years ago, Childress 
went into his local pharmacy and gave 
the owner, Brooke Walker, a $100 bill 
to put toward pharmacy bills of people 
who could not afford medications, The 
Washington Post reported. Childress in- 
structed Walker not to tell the customers 
where the money came from. Instead, he 
told her to tell them “it’s a blessing from 
the Lord.” 

Childress made a habit of delivering a 
$100 bill to the Geraldine pharmacist on 
the first of each month, and after 10 years, 
he had secretly paid for more than 900 pre- 
scriptions. His own family did not even 
know of his generosity until recent health 
issues forced Childress to ask his daugh- 
ter, Tania, to make the trip to the pharmacy 
with his $100 bill. 

“T was shocked,” Tania told the Post. “I 
had no idea that he was helping people at 
the drug store.” 

Childress’ passing has prompted the com- 
munity to honor his legacy and pool together 
money to continue the tradition by setting up 
the Hody Childress Fund. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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The (galleo Case Kevisited 


The rift between Galileo and the Catholic Church has been misinterpreted 
by historians to support the false notion that Christianity is the enemy of science. 


by Steve Byas 


GG S 0, it’s easy to criticize, but they’re really 


criticizing science because I represent 
science,” responded Dr. Anthony Fauci 
— director of the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases since 1984 and the chief medical 
advisor to President Joe Biden — to criticisms of his 
handling of the Covid pandemic. 

Fauci added that this is “dangerous,” because “I’m 
not going to be around here forever, but science is 
going to be here forever. And if you damage science, 
you are doing something very detrimental to society 
long after I leave.” 

This led many to compare Fauci’s remarks to the al- 
leged statement of the absolutist king of France, Louis 
XIV — “L’Etat, c’est moi” (“Tam the state”) — imply- 
ing that Fauci essentially said, “I am science.” 

Fauci is right about one thing: The near-deification 
of “science,” or at least what passes for “science,” will 
certainly continue long after Fauci’s demise. 

The expression “settled science” is actually an oxy- 
moron, because science is a method for discovering 
new information. This information is then open to in- 
terpretation. New information should produce modi- 
fied interpretations. 

Rather than using the scientific method to unearth 
new information, leaving the door open to the discov- 
ery of new knowledge that might very well challenge 
or even completely contradict the previous interpreta- 
tions, those who control the narrative — such as Fauci 
— assert dogmatically that their specific interpreta- 
tion is science itself. It is reminiscent of the Pharisees 
in Jesus’ time who substituted their interpretation of 
Scripture for Scripture itself. 

Thus, we hear pronouncements such as those made 
by Fauci that his opinions are science, and anyone 
who differs with him is guilty of attacking science 
itself. This is not unique to the debate on the proper 
response to the Covid pandemic, as the Left uses this 
tactic in other instances. Political progressives such 


Steve Byas is a university history and government instructor, and the 
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Heliocentric model: |t is now universally accepted that the Sun only appears to rise and set each 
day, but during the Renaissance period scholars influenced by the teaching of pagan philosophers 
(rather than anything the Bible said on the subject) argued that the Earth did not move. 


as former vice president Al Gore use this 
tactic in the climate-change debate to 
bully those holding contrary opinions. 
“The debate is over,” Gore has pomp- 
ously declared, arguing that “the science” 
has already demonstrated that human be- 
ings are causing global warming through 
industrial activity and the solution is 
strict control over the economy by na- 
tional, and even global, governmental 
bodies. Those holding any other opinion 
are compared to Holocaust deniers. 

Interestingly, it is common for the same 
individuals who argue that “we must fol- 
low the science” to ignore basic biologi- 
cal science in their arguments in favor of 
transgenderism or whatever else is the pro- 
gressive, woke ideology of the moment. 

But it is really not about science. It is 
about advancing a particular political ide- 
ology that requires removing alternative 
sources of loyalty and authority, such as 
the family — consisting of a man and a 
woman married with children — or reli- 
gious faith. 

This is why an accurate history of Gali- 
leo Galilei and his conflict with the Roman 
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Catholic Church in the 17th century is im- 
portant for us today. 


Science vs. Christianity? 
Unfortunately, in the secular-progressive 
version of history, Galileo is often cast as 
an enemy of Christianity and the Bible, 
while Christianity — particularly the 
Roman Catholic Church — is pictured as 
the enemy of science. Neither is true of 
the situation in the 1600s, yet even today 
those who dare to question assertions, 
such as human-caused global warming 
or the government’s response to a viral 
pandemic, face comparisons to the sup- 
posedly anti-scientific Catholic Church, 
while their accusers wrap themselves in 
the mantle of Galileo, who is erroneously 
pictured as a brave opponent of the sup- 
posedly superstitious Christian faith. 

For example, one world-history text- 
book this writer consulted said thus of 
Galileo’s assertion that the Earth revolved 
around the Sun: “Most alarmed was the 
Roman Catholic Church, which held that 
Earth was the center of the universe. It con- 
demned Copernicus’ theory and forbade 


Galileo from defending the new ideas. 
Galileo flatly refused to obey — until he 
was brought before the Inquisition. Fear of 
being condemned as a heretic led him to 
state publicly that he was in error.” 

The truth of the Galileo case is much 
more nuanced than that. Actually, those 
who are today branded as “secular her- 
etics” are those who question the suppos- 
edly settled science of global warming 
or raise questions about the way to treat 
Covid. Medical professionals were driv- 
en from their jobs during the pandemic 
for offering alternatives to the vaccines. 
A more accurate portrayal would have 
these brave men and women in the role 
of Galileo, and the Dr. Fauci-types in the 
role of the Inquisition. 

But even that casting would be an inac- 
curate application of the Galileo case. 

First of all, the notion that Christianity 
— and the Roman Catholic Church in par- 
ticular — was an archenemy of scientific 
advancement is patently false. As Thomas 
Woods wrote in his book How the Catho- 
lic Church Built Western Civilization, “The 
one-sided version of the Galileo affair with 
which most people are familiar is very 
largely to blame for the widespread belief 
that the Church has obstructed the advance 
of scientific inquiry.” Woods argued that 
even if the Galileo case was “as bad as 
people think it was ... this is practically the 
only example that ever comes to mind.” 

Galileo himself was a Catholic and a 
firm believer in the inerrancy of Scripture. 

Before his historic conflict with the In- 
quisition, Galileo, a mathematics profes- 
sor, said that the very fact that humans can 
discover facts about nature through math- 
ematical proofs demonstrates that “the 
human mind is a work of God and one of 
the most excellent.” 

As Martin Luther’s father sent him to 
college to become a lawyer only to see 
him abandon the study of the law in favor 
of an academic career in theology, Gali- 
leo Galilei’s father sent him off to study 
to become a medical doctor. Knowing his 
father would not approve of his growing 
interest in astronomy and philosophy, 
Galileo kept a medical textbook close at 
hand, just in case his father showed up un- 
expectedly, but his passion was for math- 
ematics and philosophy. Even as a college 
student, Galileo had an inquisitive mind, 
and he did not blindly accept the assertions 
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of his professors. In a poem, he compared 
his professors to the Pharisees, blindly fol- 
lowing traditional interpretations regard- 
less of contrary evidence. Another time, 
he wrote a 300-word poem, Against the 
Donning of the Gown, satirizing academic 
ritual. Although it was written secretly, it 
was later spread to a disapproving faculty. 

This clearly foreshadowed Galileo’s 
obstinance when confronted by Church 
authorities. 

In the Middle Ages, the great Greek phi- 
losopher Aristotle was greatly revered by 
both Christians and Muslims. For many of 
these devotees, to question Aristotle was 
much like questioning religious dogma. 
In fact, the Bible was often interpreted by 
these Aristotelians to reflect the views of 
Aristotle — a pre-Christian pagan philoso- 
pher. And Aristotle followed the views of 
Ptolemy, a greatly respected astronomer of 
the ancient world when it came to issues of 
the heavenly bodies. 


Unfortunately, in the secular-progressive version of history, 
Galileo is often cast as an enemy of Christianity and the 
Bible, while Christianity — particularly the Roman Catholic 
Church — is pictured as the enemy of science. 


conformity. Even today, if a contrary view 
in history or science cannot obtain “peer- 
review approval,” that view cannot be 
published. And in many universities, the 
failure to publish can lead to a denial of 
tenure or promotion. Such a situation can 
stifle original thought in our day. 
Copernicus, a mathematician, argued 
that Ptolemy’s concept failed to account 
for the observed motions of the heavenly 
bodies. In its place, he offered a heliocen- 
tric, or sun-centered, model. 
Interestingly, Copernicus’ book was ini- 


tially met with silence from the Catholic 
Church, but the Protestant reformer Martin 
Luther roundly condemned it in his usual 
bombastic way. Speaking of Copernicus, 
Luther said, “The fool wants to turn the 
whole art of astronomy upside down. As 
Holy Scripture tells us, so did Joshua bid 
the sun stand still and not the earth.” Lu- 
ther’s fellow theologian Philip Melanch- 
thon agreed, arguing, “The eyes are wit- 
ness that the heavens revolve in the space 
of twenty-four hours.... It is the part of a 
good mind to accept the truth as revealed 
by God and to acquiesce in it.” 


Ptolemy (and Aristotle) taught 
what is called the geocentric con- 
ception, that the universe was a 
series of concentric spheres with 
a motionless Earth fixed at the 
center. Night and day were a re- 
sult of the orbit of the Sun around 
the Earth. Because Aristotle ac- 
cepted this concept, most Christian 
theologians of the time — such as 
Thomas Aquinas, considered by 
many to be the greatest theologian 
of the Middle Ages — unquestion- 
ingly did the same. After all, it was 
philosophically logical. 

But not everyone bought into 
the geocentric conception. Nico- 
laus Copernicus of Poland read 
ancient works that contradicted 


Aristotle and Ptolemy, and after 
he concluded that the geocentric 
model was incorrect, he wrote a 
book challenging the established 
view titled On the Revolutions of 
the Heavenly Spheres. But fearing 
ridicule from fellow astronomers 
who had accepted Aristotle’s geo- 
centric paradigm, he waited until 
near the time of his death in 1543 to 
publish the book. This hesitance of 
Copernicus to challenge the estab- 
lished opinion of academia gives 
us some insight into why so much 
of modern academia is marred by 
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Actually, Joshua 10:12-13 does 
not say, “so did Joshua bid the 
sun stand still and not the earth.” 
(Emphasis added). Joshua certain- 
ly pleaded with God to have the 
sun stand still in the sky to win a 
battle, but it would have been lu- 
dicrous for him to ask God (even 
had he understood that the Earth’s 
rotation is the cause of the apparent 
“rising” and “setting” of the sun), 
“Lord, please cause the Earth to 
stop rotating on its axis so we can 
have sunlight to win this battle.” 
Even today, we refer to the rising 
and setting of the sun. No meteo- 
rologist would tell his audience 
that the Earth’s rotation on its axis 
at an angle will cause the Sun to 
appear to set at such and such time 
tomorrow. What Joshua wanted 
was more daylight, not an explana- 
tion as to how the Creator of the 
universe was going to do it. 

Some have speculated that it was 
the challenge of the Protestant Ref- 
ormation, which placed so much 
emphasis on the authority of Scrip- 


ture, that might have eventually 


y: In the Middle Ages and the 


Renaissance period, Aristotle was so revered that most of the 
“educated” elite of the day blindly accepted almost everything 
he wrote. 


influenced the Catholic Church to 
respond so negatively to Galileo. 
As Thomas Woods, a Catholic 
himself, explains, the Church was 
hesitant to permit the suggestion 
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that the literal meaning of Scrip- 
ture — which some believed stat- 
ed that the earth was motionless 
— should be “set aside in order to 
accommodate an unproven scien- 
tific theory.” 

It was another Lutheran, Jo- 
hannes Kepler, however, who 
was next to challenge Aristotle 
and Ptolemy. While originally a 
student of theology, he eventu- 
ally became a professor of math- 
ematics and astronomy at Graz in 
Austria. He accepted Copernicus’ 
heliocentric theory, but concluded 
that the planetary orbits were not 
circular, but elliptical. 


Scientific Proof 

Scientific proof of the heliocen- 
tric theory was still lacking, and 
it was Galileo who would make 
the most serious effort to provide 
this. While he did not invent the 
telescope, he certainly improved 
it. With it, he saw mountains on 
the moon — which undermined 
the assertions of Aristotle that 
the heavenly bodies were perfect 
spheres. More importantly, his ob- 
servation of four moons orbiting 
Jupiter demonstrated that a planet 


Independent thinker: Nicolaus Cop 
to challenge the geocentric view. His work influenced Galileo 

to question that view, as well. Unfortunately, this caused some 
Aristotelian philosophers to insist that Copernicus’ heliocentric 
theory somehow contradicted Scripture. 
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viable birth which is followed by 
sustained growth.” 

Several Catholic churchmen 
made large contributions to the 
advancement of scientific knowl- 
edge. Roger Bacon, for example, 
was a Franciscan who taught at 
Oxford. He is rightly regarded 
as the forerunner of the modern 
scientific method, emphasizing 
the importance of experience and 
experiment. Bacon observed, 
“Without experiment, nothing 
can be adequately known. An ar- 
gument proves theoretically, but 
does not give the certitude neces- 
sary to remove all doubt; nor will 
the mind repose in the clear view 
of truth, unless it finds it by way 
of experiment.” 

Albertus Magnus was a 13th- 
century bishop in the Catholic 
Church who, according to the 
Dictionary of Scientific Biog- 
raphy, “was one of the most fa- 
mous precursors of modern sci- 
ence in the High Middle Ages.” 
Magnus insisted that we should 
not simply “accept the statements 
of others, that is, what is narrated 
by people, but to investigate the 
causes that are at work in nature 


would not leave its moons behind 

as it moved in an orbit around the 

sun. This had been one of the principal sci- 
entific arguments against the motion of the 
Earth — that a moving Earth would leave 
the Moon behind. 

Initially Galileo was praised by many 
Jesuit astronomers, and was even granted 
a long audience with Pope Paul V. At this 
point, it did not appear that Galileo would 
face any significant opposition from the 
Catholic Church. This should not be surpris- 
ing, as Woods explained in his book. “Ca- 
tholicism admits the possibility of miracles 
and acknowledges the role of the supernatu- 
ral, but the very idea of a miracle suggests 
that the event in question is unusual, and of 
course it is only against the backdrop of an 
orderly natural world that a miracle can be 
recognized in the first place.” 

Woods added, “Moreover, the main- 
stream of Christian thought has never por- 
trayed God as fundamentally arbitrary; it 
was accepted that nature operates accord- 
ing to fixed and intelligible patterns.” 
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Aristotle was a great philosopher, but 
he erred by separating speculation from 
experience. For example, he claimed that 
an object twice as heavy as another ob- 
ject would fall twice as fast if both were 
dropped from the same height. But Galileo 
actually disproved that by experiment. He 
famously dropped two objects of different 
weights from the Leaning Tower of Pisa 
(there is some dispute as to whether that 
was the exact location of the experiment), 
and they fell at the same speed. 

The universe that God created is in- 
telligible and orderly, Woods said of the 
Church’s beliefs, and it was precisely “this 
sense of the rationality and predictability 
of the physical world that gave early mod- 
ern scientists the philosophical confidence 
to engage in scientific study in the first 
place.” In his book Creation and Scien- 
tific Creativity, Paul Haffner explained, 
“Tt was only in such a conceptual matrix 
that science could experience the kind of 


for themselves.” 

Multiple examples could be 
given of other Catholics, such as Gregor 
Mendel in the field of genetics, who made 
huge scientific contributions through ex- 
perimentation; and other non-Catholic 
Christians such as Michael Faraday, who 
served as an elder and a deacon in a Prot- 
estant church and whose work in the field 
of electricity is immense, who have made 
some of the greatest scientific contribu- 
tions in all of history. Faraday’s work in 
science was heavily influenced by his 
strong faith in God. Isaac Newton, on the 
short list of the greatest scientists of all 
time, devoted more time to writing about 
his Christian faith than about science (or 
natural philosophy, as it was then called). 


Galileo vs. the Church 

The historical record is clear that the 
Christian faith in general, and the Catho- 
lic Church in particular, has been not an 
enemy of scientific advancement, but rath- 
er a champion of it. Why, therefore, was 
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there eventually such a conflict between 
the Church and Galileo? 

In his book How Should We Then Live? 
The Rise and Decline of Western Thought 
and Culture, the late Christian philosopher 
Francis Schaeffer discusses the Galileo 
case at some length. According to Schaef- 
fer, “When the Roman Church attacked 
Copernicus and Galileo, it was not because 
their teaching actually contained anything 
contrary to the Bible. The Church authori- 
ties thought it did, but that was because 
Aristotelian elements had become part of 
church orthodoxy, and Galileo’s notions 
clearly conflicted with them. In fact, Gali- 
leo defended the compatibility of Coper- 
nicus and the Bible, and this was one of 
the factors which brought about his trial.” 

In other words, the adherents of Aristotle 
had been able to persuade the authorities 
of the Catholic Church that Galileo’s chal- 
lenge to the geocentric theory was heresy 
— the teaching of false doctrine. The report 
of the Holy Office (more popularly known 
as the Inquisition) stated that “the doctrine 


The historical record is clear that the Christian faith in 
general, and the Catholic Church in particular, has been 
not an enemy of scientific advancement, but rather a 


Champion of it. 


that the sun was the center of the world and 
immovable was false and absurd, formally 
heretical and contrary to Scripture, whereas 
the doctrine that the earth was not the cen- 
ter of the world but moved, and has further 
a daily motion, was philosophically false 
and absurd and theologically at least erro- 
neous.” (Emphasis added.) 

Despite this strong statement, Galileo 
was still told by Catholic authorities that he 
could discuss Copernicus’ theory so long 
as he maintained that it was not a fact but 
a mathematical supposition. In this way, 
Galileo could avoid excommunication. 

Ina letter to the Grand Duchess Christina 
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in 1614, Galileo had defended the heliocen- 
tric theory as not contradictory to Scripture. 
“Since the Bible cannot err,” Galileo wrote, 
“it follows as a necessary consequence that 
anyone takes an erroneous and heretical po- 
sition who maintains that the sun is inher- 
ently motionless and the earth movable.” 
Galileo explained his position: “With 
regard to this argument, I think in the 
first place that it is very pious to say and 


In layman’s terms: |n the Bible, Joshua 
needed continued light from the Sun to win 
a battle. Therefore, he asked God to make 
the Sun stand still in the sky. It is not known 
whether Joshua understood this would have 
required a temporary halt to the Earth’s 
rotation. 
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prudent to affirm that the holy 
Bible can never speak untruth 
— whenever its true meaning 
is understood.... In expounding 
the Bible if one were always to 
confine oneself to the unadorned 
grammatical meaning, one 
might fall into error. Not only 
contradictions and propositions 
far from true might be made to 
appear in the Bible, but even 
grave heresies and follies.” 

As an example, Galileo said, 
“Thus, it would be necessary to 
assign to God feet, hands, and 
eyes, as well as corporeal and 
human affections, such as anger, 
repentance, hatred, and some- 
times the forgetting of things 
past and ignorance of those to 
come. These propositions ut- 
tered by the Holy Ghost were 
set down in that manner by the 
sacred scribes in order to accom- 
modate them to the capacities of 
the common people.” 

While Galileo’s assertions 
that the heliocentric model is 
correct are universally accepted 
today, he had not actually of- 
fered scientific proof, but rather 
had offered what we would 


SESH) 


ne yy. 


Not the enemy: Pope Urban VIII was far from an “enemy” of 
science, as he and the Catholic Church are often portrayed in secular 
accounts of the Galileo affair. In reality, Medieval Christianity was the 
principal impetus to the advancement of science. 


lic Church also had a right to 
condemn his theories, even to 
the point of excommunication. 
Both had a right to freedom of 
speech and freedom of asso- 
ciation, if one believes in lib- 
erty. The lesson that should be 
drawn from the whole affair is 
not that Galileo challenged the 
Christian faith, the Bible, and 
the authority of the Catholic 
Church. On the contrary, Gali- 
leo professed strong belief in 
God and all major Christian 
doctrines, along with the Bi- 
ble’s inerrancy. Furthermore, 
it should be understood that 
Christianity, the Bible, and, in 
this case, the Catholic Church, 
are not the enemy of scientific 
advancement. 

Yet that is how the Galileo 
case is ordinarily presented in 
the popular culture today, elevat- 
ing “science” as a new religion 
with dogma that cannot be chal- 
lenged. What often passes for 
“science” today is not science 
at all, but rather pseudo-science, 
used to advance various causes 
of the progressive Left. 

Claims that “the science” 


today say was truth by prepon- 
derance of the evidence. Galileo 
was interpreting the data available to him 
in his day. Despite his undeniable great- 
ness, Galileo is now known to have been 
in error in some things. For example, as 
Woods explained, Galileo “argued that the 
movement of the tides constituted proof of 
the earth’s motion, a suggestion that scien- 
tists now find quaintly risible.” 

Even after the first condemnation of 
teaching the Copernican system as a 
fact, Galileo was received in Rome in 
1624 favorably. Pope Urban VIII even 
presented him with several gifts, and of- 
fered to continue financing his works. 
The pope said that Galileo’s fame 
“shines in the sky and is spread over the 
whole world.” He even told Galileo that 
the Church did not consider the Coperni- 
can system as heretical, as long as it was 
taught as a theory. 

Galileo eventually refused to compro- 
mise by agreeing to teach the Copernican 
system as a hypothesis until persuasive 
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evidence could be produced. Woods noted, 
“When he took the additional step of sug- 
gesting that apparent scriptural verses to 
the contrary had to be reinterpreted, he 
was viewed as having usurped the author- 
ity of the theologians.” 

In 1632, Galileo published Dialogue 
on the Great World Systems — at the urg- 
ing of the pope — in which he treated the 
Copernican system as a fact. The same 
independence of mind that Galileo had 
demonstrated in college with his poems 
was no doubt coming out once again. 
This led to a second appearance before 
the Inquisition, at which time Galileo 
publicly recanted. Privately, however, 
he continued to believe that the Earth 
moved, not the Sun. 


Galileo in Perspective 

Certainly, Galileo should have been al- 
lowed to publicly advance any scien- 
tific theory he wished, but the Catho- 


states this or that should be 
open to contradictory evidence. 
Threatening scientists with a modern 
form of “excommunication” by firing 
them from their positions if they dare to 
challenge certain views is not healthy, 
but rather dangerous to human health, 
happiness, and liberty. The university 
system — largely created by Catholics 
in the Middle Ages — has been corrupted 
the point where it mostly promotes left- 
ist ideology, not the pursuit of truth. We 
have seen this with so-called climate 
science, and with the harsh treatment 
of anyone who challenged the accepted 
dogma of how to deal with the spread of 
Covid-19. 

History, as in the case of Galileo, is 
often distorted to support the progressive 
worldview as well. British writer George 
Orwell understood this well when he 
wrote in his classic dystopian novel 1/984 
that those who control the past control the 
future — and those who control the pres- 
ent control the past. Hi 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
mmm EEE 


Brace Yourself 


Fox News reported on January 14 about 
the Biden administration’s latest attempts 
to encroach on the Second Amendment. 
The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire- 
arms and Explosives (ATF) published 
new rules on January 13 that made it 
much more difficult for gun owners to 
buy stabilizing braces for pistols. Pistol- 
stabilizing braces were invented more 
than a decade ago by a man who was at- 
tempting to help a disabled veteran fire 
his pistol with one hand. The brace was 
approved by the ATF in 2012 and has be- 
come a very popular accessory for gun 
owners. 

The pistol brace attaches to the rear of 
the gun like a buttstock and has a strap 
or some other mechanism to attach to the 
shooter’s forearm, assisting with stabiliz- 
ing the pistol. Of course, it is possible to 
use a brace similar to a buttstock and fire 
the gun from one’s shoulder. 

Pistol braces ended up on the Biden 
administration’s radar after a mass shoot- 
ing in Boulder, Colorado, in which the 
gunman used a firearm with a stabilizing 
brace as a rifle, firing from the shoulder. 
The administration announced its plans to 
restrict accessory braces shortly after the 
shooting, and the ATF has now finalized 
a rule that requires gun owners to either 
remove stabilizing braces from a firearm, 
destroy them, surrender them to federal 
agents, or register guns using braces with 
the ATF as short-barreled rifles, which are 
heavily regulated. 

Republicans reacted to the latest gun- 
grabbing antics by the Democrats with out- 
rage. Representative Richard Hudson (R- 
N.C.) has publicly opposed this planned 
move since the Biden administration first 
announced its intent. He warned that the 
“rule jeopardizes the Second Amendment 
rights of law-abiding gun owners and dis- 
abled combat veterans, which is why I led 
Members of Congress in opposition.... I 
will continue to fight against the ATF’s 
unconstitutional overreach that could turn 
millions of citizens into felons.” 

Pro-Second Amendment advocates also 
criticized the rule and made it known that 
they wouldn’t be taking this lying down, 
and would be taking legal action. Erich 
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Pratt, vice president of Gun Owners of 
America, defiantly stated, “This admin 
continues to find ways to attack gun own- 
ers. We will continue to work with our in- 
dustry partners to amplify the disapprov- 
ing voices in the firearms industry and 
[Gun Owners Foundation], our sister legal 
arm, will be filing suit in the near future.” 


Illinois Uprising 

ABC News reported on January 13 that a 
Democratic governor’s latest gun-control 
scheme might have just hit a roadblock. 
Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker made na- 
tional news by signing new anti-gun leg- 
islation making his state the ninth in the 
nation to ban so-called assault rifles. ABC 
News reported that 74 Illinois sheriff’s de- 
partments have publicly proclaimed their 
intentions to not enforce the law. 

The uprising began after the Illinois 
Sheriffs’ Association published a state- 
ment explaining how they would oppose 
the law. This was soon followed by simi- 
lar statements being released by county 
sheriffs from all over the state who com- 
plained that the state Legislature was 
forcing Chicago-style gun control on the 
rest of the state. The Chicago Sun-Times 
reported on January 23 about pro-Second 
Amendment remarks made by DuPage 
County Sheriff James Mendrick, who 
is the sheriff of the largest county in the 
state. “Therefore, as the custodian of the 
jail and chief law enforcement official 
for DuPage County, ... neither myself nor 
my office will be checking to ensure that 
lawful gun owners register their weapons 
with the State, nor will we be arresting or 
housing law abiding individuals that have 
been charged solely with non-compliance 
of this Act,” Sheriff Mendrick wrote in a 
released statement. 

Jefferson County Sheriff Jeff Bullard, 
Sr. posted a video to the office’s Facebook 
page stating that the act violated the Sec- 
ond Amendment and that his office “will 
not be enforcing it in this county; I will 
also not house anyone in my jail that has 
violated this act because we know it to be 
an unlawful act by the general assembly 
and the governor.” 

Sangamon County Sheriff Jack Camp- 


EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


bell told ABC News that the “law will 
have zero impact on the murder rate in the 
state of Illinois.” 

Governor Pritzker has stated that there 
would be repercussions against any mem- 
bers of law enforcement who don’t en- 
force his gun-control dictates. 

The Illinois State Rifle Association 
(ISRA), along with the Firearms Policy 
Coalition, Inc. and the Second Amendment 
Foundation, has filed a lawsuit against the 
new act. Executive director of ISRA Rich- 
ard Pearson explained, “Governor Pritzker 
and the legislators who voted for this law 
did this for self-serving political purposes 
and are not upholding the United States 
Constitution.... The 2nd Amendment is 
fundamentally about self-defense, and 
the 14th Amendment is about not having 
our rights infringed. This new law makes 
criminals out of law-abiding citizens.” 


Family Man to the Rescue 


WMBB reported out of Bay County, Flor- 
ida, on January 10 about a father who de- 
fended his wife and children against a sus- 
pected burglar who broke in to their home. 
The incident unfolded in the early hours 
of the morning when the mother heard a 
sound and went to investigate. The woman 
was horrified to discover an intruder in 
her house, so she yelled to her husband 
for help. The husband armed himself and 
confronted the suspect, and the two got 
into a physical altercation. 

The scuffle didn’t last long, as the father 
shot the intruder and mortally wounded 
him. The family called 911 and police ar- 
rived on the scene. Bay County sheriff’s 
deputies told WMBB that the husband and 
wife and their children did not sustain any 
injuries during the ordeal. The suspect, 
who was pronounced dead at the scene, 
was later identified as 23-year-old Aaron 
Mravic-Lollie. Mravic-Lollie had a crimi- 
nal record and was recently arrested for 
trespassing in Miami-Dade County. The 
Bay County Sheriff’s Office released a 
public statement on January 13 that, after 
a thorough review, “Authorities have de- 
termined the shooting was a justifiable use 
of force.” 

— PATRICK KREY 
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For Self-defense, 
Against Tyranny 


by William P. Hoar 


In Defense of the Second Amendment, 
by Larry Correia, Washington, D.C.: 
Regnery Publishing, 2023, 224 pages, 
hardcover. 


guage or simply. Regardless, the Sec- 

ond Amendment to the U.S. Constitu- 
tion provides, explicitly, that “the right of 
the people to keep and bear arms, shall not 
be infringed.” As the Founding Fathers 
recognized, a government that does not 
trust its law-abiding, taxpaying citizens 
with the means of self-defense is not wor- 
thy of trust. Disarming such citizens pro- 
claims that the government is the master, 
not the servant, of the people. 

Also mindful of this, author Larry 
Correia takes the direct route. His prose 
about firearms is plainspoken, sometimes 
indelicate, often cutting, even as it is co- 
gent and candid. 

When his target is anti-gun zealots, his 
chosen metaphor for them is apt: Vultures. 
And, as he writes, the “vultures will never 
stop,” in part because “gun control isn’t 
about guns. It’s about control.” For him, 
the key question the country faces is this: 
“Does the government own the people, or 
do the people own their government?” 

Thus, when there is a shooting incident, 
perhaps a mass killing, this becomes the 


I: can be expressed with formal lan- 
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question for vultures, as he puts it: “Who 
are the real monsters? Clearly the answer 
is always Americans who own guns. No 
matter what the question is, the answer is 
always to give the vultures more power.” 


Straight Shooting 

From Experienced Pro 

In Defense of the Second Amendment is not, 
emphasizes the author, “for policy wonks 
and pundits.” He is not a statistician, as he 
notes. He’s now a full-time novelist. And if 
you are familiar with Correia’s best-selling 
“science fantasy” books — highlighted by 
his Monster Hunter International series — 
you know they have plenty of mayhem, 
seasoned with dashes of humor and his 


knowledge of weaponry. Indeed, the bio 
in his fiction novels acknowledges that 
the author is “hopelessly addicted to two 
things: guns and B-horror movies.” 

More to the present point, before com- 
pletely turning to writing, Correia was 
in this “gun business” for decades, as a 
gun-store owner and certified concealed 
firearms instructor, among others. He has 
shot competitively and written for na- 
tional publications on gun laws and use 
of force. His output has included the viral 
online “Handy Guide for Liberals Who 
are Suddenly Interested in Gun Owner- 
ship,” which is excerpted in this book. In 
addition, Correia has testified before the 
state Legislature in Utah, where he lives, 
about the ramifications of proposed gun 
laws. The volume in review includes what 
amounts to an impressive curriculum vitae 
of his related experience. 

“Basically,” he explains, “for most of 
my life, I have been up to my eyeballs 
in guns, self-defense instruction, and the 
laws relating to those things.” And, yes, 
the word “gun” is employed for all sorts of 
weapons throughout /n Defense of the Sec- 
ond Amendment — though this reviewer 
must confess that it still gives him a men- 
tal twinge based on long-ago military req- 
uisites that demanded otherwise. 

In this decidedly non-fiction book, 
readers learn that it is the anti-gun activists 
who are weaving fantasies, while Correia 
has the pertinent facts on his side. 


“Capricious,” 

“Malicious” ATF Fires Wildly 

The author also turns out to be prescient. 
This isn’t such a remarkable feat as it 
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might seem, because the fight against self- 
defense never ends. 

So, his making a forecast in an introduc- 
tory note about likely coming ATF gov- 
ernmental changes wasn’t really a long 
shot. (He calls the ATF, among other la- 
bels, “malicious,” “capricious,” and “ma- 
lignantly dysfunctional.”) Indeed, shortly 
before the book’s actual publication date, 
the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire- 
arms and Explosives (generally rendered 
as ATF) did release yet another proposal 
on pistol-stabilizing “braces” that would 
effectively ban millions of weapons. 

“Well,” retorted Correia in mid-January, 
in one of his biting Twitter tweets, “we 
certainly called that one right.” 

The book discusses such braces and 
“short-barrel rifles” (SBR) and the federal 
government’s erratic campaign about such 
weapons, which are popular with, among 
others, the elderly and handicapped. There’s 
not enough space here for all the deviations, 
but here’s a synopsis: The ATF was OK 
with braces, then it wasn’t when they began 
being used by so many gun owners. 

Here’s how he describes the bureau- 
crats’ seeming illogicality after a recent 
ATF “clarification”: 


Braces were legal, as long as you only 
used them against your arm, but if you 
put them against your shoulder you 
were creating an illegal SBR. Yes. The 
ATF actually tried to say that holding 
something wrong was a felony. 

This of course led to legal battles, 
because moving your hands four 
more inches shouldn’t be considered 
manufacturing an illegal firearm. 
The ATF backed down, then came 
back to try again, and then backed 
down, and is basically still blunder- 
ing around in a holding pattern. [Em- 
phasis in original. ] 


Now, as noted above, the bureaucrats 
have made another U-turn, apparently 
shifting to pick up this item from the 
president’s gun-control wish list. The 
AFT re-re-reversed. 

Methinks our fearless leaders must 
stand on their heads to turn things over 
in their (alleged) minds. 

Also in January, Illinois moved 
against certain semi-automatic weapons 
(with the state Legislature acting just 
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before the end of a lame-duck session), 
banning what they call “assault weapons” 
and instituting regulations on magazine 
capacity. Such efforts are part of what 
the “vultures” call “common-sense gun 
control,” as Correia puts it. Each infringe- 
ment, writes the author, is “designed to 
make you weaker and them stronger.” 

Accordingly, while much of this book 
does deal with using firearms for self-de- 
fense, the author emphasizes: “Ultimately 
the Second Amendment is about protect- 
ing ourselves from tyranny.” 


“Do Something,” 

Insist Anti-gun Zealots 

Along the way, he does get into specific 
aspects, addressing various familiar com- 
plaints and anti-gun arguments. Correia 
has been doing this for a long time. It is, 
he writes, 


no exaggeration when I say that I 
know pretty much exactly every sin- 
gle thing an anti-gun activist is going 
to say before they say it. I’ve heard 
it over and over, the same old tired 
stuff, trotted out every single time 
there’s a tragedy on the news that can 
be milked. 


The “antis” have a litany of “Do Some- 
things” (the author’s phrase), and he picks 
them off sequentially. 

We are told, depending on the latest 
push, that we need to ban automatic weap- 
ons; or handguns; or “assault rifles”; or 
AR-15s (or “Insert Scary Gun of the Week 
Here”); or magazines over X number of 
shots; ad infinitum. 

How about, for instance, the contention 
— one that Joe Biden employs frequently 
— that we don’t need an “assault rifle” 
for hunting? Correia dispatches that one 
quickly. Claiming that the Second Amend- 
ment is for sportsmen, he says bluntly, is 
“hogwash.” Sure, as soon as the Founding 
Fathers 


got done fighting a rebellion against 
the most powerful army in the 
world, they promptly sat down and 
codified our all-important right ... to 
hunt deer? Yeah, right. That sounds 
plausible. 

Recreational firearms use is a 
happy bonus. The Second Amend- 
ment is about bearing arms to pro- 
tect ourselves from threats, up to and 
including a tyrannical government. 


In fact, considering all the contentions for 
bans and more regulations and the au- 


thor’s accurate and coherent ripostes, 
this volume could be called a Contra- 
dictionary. 

As valuable as it is, the book 
could be even better — here put- 
ting on an editorial hat — with a 
bit more details included when it 
comes to dates and places. Not all 
readers are going to be gun culture 
aficionados familiar with related in- 
cidents. So, help them out a bit with 
specifics rather than just throwing 
out the names of, for instance, the 
“Ahmaud Arbery shooting” or the 
“Trayvon Martin shooting,” with- 
out other particulars. 

That said, supporters of gun own- 
ership and freedom will find much 
to like. This includes some relevant 
statistics — such as taking note of the 
2.5 million defensive gun uses a year, 
far more than the number of murders. 
Or, on the other side, realizing that 
less than two percent of criminals buy 
their weapons from a store. 
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What Doesn’t 
Work, and Why 
When it comes to being use- 
ful, the strength of In Defense 
of the Second Amendment is in 
its responses to the seemingly 
endless charges of anti-gun- 
ners. We have mentioned some 
above. Other sections cover 
the calls for mandating “smart 
guns”; misconceptions about 
background checks; unmasking 
the so-called gun-show loop- 
hole; compelling safe storage 
for guns; concerns about “ghost 
guns”; requiring waiting peri- 
ods before purchasing firearms; 
and imposing “red flag laws,” 
officially called Extreme Risk 
Protection Orders (ERPOs). 
Correia has quite a bit about 
the latter, while also point- 
ing out that such ERPOs “are 
ripe for abuse.” While the laws 
are sold to the public as a way 
to stop frenzied, ticking time 
bombs, what is more likely to 


J” 's 
Safe and secure? Suppose you install a large sign in your front yard 
proclaiming to the world that your property is gun-free. Would armed 
miscreants quake in fear at the thought of targeting your house? How 
safe would you and your family actually be? 
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As you have undoubtedly gath- 
ered, Correia tells it the way it 
is, sometimes with brusqueness 
and language that might be a 
tad inappropriate for the ears of 
Great Aunt Maude. Nonetheless, 
we doubt that he is really mean 
enough to send a get-well card 
to a hypochondriac. After all, in 
his fictional world, he has de- 
signed a special patch for agents 
of Monster Hunter International. 


Long-term Aims 

In addition, this volume contains 
a goodly amount about what to 
do to attain a nation that has a 
safe and healthy relationship 
with guns. It is not an overly 
partisan political treatise on pur- 
pose, but it doesn’t avoid the po- 
litical world altogether. For just 
one example, Correia does drop 
in such comments as, “Despite 
Joe Biden’s inane speeches on 
the subject, firearms manufac- 
turers have civil liability like any 
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ensue? Writes Correia: 


What we’re really worried about 
is more like this: You know that 
guy, Bob, who disagreed with me 
at the HOA meeting once and has 
those campaign signs in his yard for 
politicians I don’t like? He posted a 
picture of a disgusting, icky assault 
rifle with a “shoulder thing that goes 
up” [an actual comment, cited previ- 
ously in the book, made by a New 
York Democratic Congresswoman 
trying to define a barrel shroud], and 
he was shooting it with his children. 
Gross. I’m disgusted and afraid, so 
I’m going to alert the police about 
this madman’s evil plots. 


Perhaps you, too, have met that type of 
meddler — the person who spreads rumors 
over the sour grapevine. Some things such 
as red flag laws sound better in theory than 
they turn out to be in the real world. 
When you want to thwart a potential 
mass killer, how about posting a big 
sign? As you might imagine, Correia 
doesn’t think gun-free zones work very 
well either. He cites research by econo- 
mist John Lott revealing that 98 percent 
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of mass killings take place in gun-free 
zones. 

The author doesn’t see much value in 
that, unless it is to tell a potential criminal 
where to find the best place to commit a 
crime without getting shot. He asks (with 
hyperbole to drive home the point): “Tf I 
am going to attack or rob somebody, do I go 
to Big Chuck’s Shooting Range & Pit Bull 
Adoption Center or the Feminist Bookstore 
and Healing Crystal Emporium with the No 
Guns Allowed signs stuck all over it?” Cor- 
reia admits that he has “zero respect” for 
believers in their efficacy. He continues: 


You are going to commit several 
hundred felonies, up to and includ- 
ing mass murder, and yet you’re 
going to refrain because there is a 
sign? That No Guns Allowed sign is 
not a cross that wards off vampires. 
It is wishful thinking, and really pa- 
thetic wishful thinking at that. 

The only people who obey No 
Guns signs are people who obey the 
law. People who obey the law aren’t 
going on killing sprees. [Emphasis 
in original. ] 


other company.” Some Republi- 
cans (especially the “in name 
only” types) also get winged when deemed 
necessary. (Example: The author describes 
his senator, Mitt Romney, as “such an in- 
vertebrate that he’s basically a Ziploc bag 
of hair gel in a human shape.”’) 

Correia has some eventual goals for the 
nation that seem improbable — but that is 
why you aim first. For example, he would 
allow teachers to be armed and offers good 
reasoning why. We should stop glamoriz- 
ing mass killers, he says, and he doesn’t 
name any in this book. He would also le- 
galize “silencers” (calling for a Hearing 
Protection Act). Stretching even more, 
Correia says he would even argue for 
legalizing machine guns and ending the 
National Firearms Act of 1934 — though 
admitting that is “very unlikely to happen 
anytime soon.” 

Meanwhile, this is his repeated mes- 
sage: Gun owners should act responsibly. 
In a related point, and acknowledging 
that this position might be controversial 
to some, the author says he is not a big 
fan of openly carrying a firearm on your 
person. Still, he insists that it is your right 
to do so and “sometimes it makes sense. 
I also believe that it is context specific.” 
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Correia goes into his reasoning, and it’s 
worth reading, as is the entire book. 

Standing above all of the specifics 
and arguments and counter-arguments is 
the principle of holding the line against 
tyranny. In his recapitulation, the author 
drives this home. An “armed populace,” 
writes Correia, is “common sense.” Each 
of us “being able to defend” our “lives and 
liberty” is common sense: 


Protecting your loved ones is com- 
mon sense. The people being able to 
stand against any who would enslave 
them is common sense. 

We are fighting for freedom in a 
world where freedom is becoming 
scarcer than gold. 


Americans have known such truths from 
the beginnings of the Republic. Hi 


Condemning 
Foreign 
Interventions 


by Steve Byas 


In Search of Monsters to Destroy: The 
Folly of American Empire and the Paths 
to Peace, by Christopher Coyne, Oakland: 
Independent Institute, 2022, 141 pages, 
hardcover. 


n Independence Day in 1821, 
@) Secretary of State John Quincy 

Adams addressed Congress on 
the issue of whether the United States 
should get involved in the internal affairs 
of foreign nations, or in far-flung interna- 
tional conflicts. He disagreed with those 
who advocated using direct means — such 
as military force — to export the Ameri- 
can experiment in liberty that was then a 
marvel of the world. 

“Wherever the standard of freedom 
and Independence has been or shall be 
unfurled, there will her heart, her bene- 
dictions and her prayers be,” Adams 
said. “But she goes not abroad, in search 
of monsters to destroy. She is the well- 
wisher to the freedom and independence 
of all. She is the champion and vindica- 
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tor only of her own.... Her glory is not 
dominion, but liberty.” 

These wise words were the prevailing 
view among America’s Founding Fathers. 
Christopher Coyne, a senior fellow of the 
Independent Institute — an organization 
dedicated to building peaceful, prosperous, 
and free societies — used that quotation 
in the title of his new book Jn Search of 
Monsters to Destroy: The Folly of Ameri- 
can Empire and the Paths to Peace, which 
offers expert analysis of why “searching for 
monsters to destroy” around the world is a 
bad idea. 

In fact, this continual “search” advo- 
cated by most presidential administrations 
for more than a century not only has been 
largely unsuccessful, it has been detrimen- 
tal to our nation’s prosperity and freedom. 

“There tends to be a strong consensus 
among the political elite in their support 
for and propagation of American em- 
pire,” Coyne observes. This consensus 
tends to prevail regardless of whether the 
president is a Democrat or a Republican. 
Although he pulled back on this impulse 
to some degree, even President Donald 
Trump — with his “America First” in- 
clinations — was led to carry out some 
interventionist actions, such as his bomb- 
ing of Syria. 

The occupation of Afghanistan ended as 
it began, with the Taliban in control, Coyne 
laments: “Despite efforts by US political 


leaders to save face, the reality is that the 
US government and its foreign policy of 
military imperialism are the latest victims 
of the ‘graveyard of empires’ — a label 
given to Afghanistan following the defeat 
of superpowers Britain (1839-42, 1919) 
and the Soviet Union (1979-89).” 

And the costs of the U.S. government’s 
efforts in Afghanistan were substantial. 
Not only did the war cost the lives of more 
than 4,000 U.S. military personnel and 
contractors, but nearly 70,000 Afghan sol- 
diers and police officers were also slain. 

When George W. Bush ran for presi- 
dent in 2000, his rhetoric pleased non- 
interventionists sick of the repeated de- 
ployments and interventions of the Bill 
Clinton presidency. America needed a 
“more humble foreign policy,” Bush had 
argued — yet his administration is most 
remembered for his own search abroad 
for “monsters to destroy.” 

In an address to Congress on Septem- 
ber 20, 2001, in the wake of the 9/11 at- 
tacks, Bush’s goals were grandiose. “Our 
war on terror begins with al-Qaeda, but 
it does not end there. It will not end until 
every terrorist group of global reach has 
been found, stopped and defeated.” Four 
years later, in his second inaugural ad- 
dress, Bush even vowed to end all dicta- 
torships around the world. 

Afghanistan is only the most recent 
example of failed U.S. military imperial- 
ism, Coyne noted, offering the example 
of the failure of an Obama administra- 
tion effort to slay a foreign “monster.” 
A NATO coalition intervened in Libya, 
involving the naval and air forces of 
participants enforcing a no-fly zone to 
protect rebels, attacking Libyan military 
targets, and establishing a naval block- 
ade. The operation in Libya lasted about 
seven months and ended in October after 
the brutal death of Moammar Gadhafi. It 
was initially hailed as a success by West- 
ern politicians and pundits. In 2011, The 
New York Times suggested that the “suc- 
cess” in Libya would serve as a template 
for future military interventions. To the 
contrary, four years later, the Times wrote 
that ISIS — the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria — benefitted from the intervention 
in Libya. 

Coyne discusses the various “justifica- 
tions” for interventions — concern for suf- 
fering, spreading freedom and democracy, 
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fixing broken societies through nation- 
building, and retaliating against perceived 
threats and enemies. This is not new, of 
course. President Woodrow Wilson argued 
for a declaration of war against Germany 
in 1917 with his claim that “The world 
must be made safe for democracy.” 

The underlying assumption is that a 
liberal international order cannot emerge 
spontaneously but requires imperial 
design and, when necessary, the use of 
force. These interventionists argue that 
failed states require nation-building be- 
cause they undermine a stable interna- 
tional order. 

Coyne traces the intellectual origin of 
the American “Liberal Empire” to the 
19th-century idea of Manifest Destiny 
— the belief that America was meant to 
expand west, based on a unique set of vir- 
tues and a duty to spread them. This was 
followed by the Spanish-American War, 
in which the United States intervened in 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippine 
Islands due to internal instability associ- 
ated with the Cuban War of Independence 
against Spanish colonizers. 

President Theodore Roosevelt argued 
that the United States may be forced, 
reluctantly, to exercise an “international 
police power.” This was, Coyne argues, 
a “tectonic shift.” Instead of focus- 
ing on defending her own national 


The U.S. government now self-iden- 
tified as “the world’s policeman.” One 
might recall that President Harry Truman 
said America’s intervention in Korea was 
not a “war,” but rather a “police action.” 

Coyne makes the case that the so-called 
Deep State acts outside of electoral poli- 
tics, spanning administrations and govern- 
ment agencies. It provides — and with- 
holds — “crucial information on foreign 
affairs.... The deep state requires that of- 
ficials not be constrained by laws because 
they must be free to respond to unexpected 
events. This gives rise to rogue actions, 
rampant illegality, and political opportun- 
ism under the guise of advancing the na- 
tional interest.” 

He added that “much of the govern- 
ment spending on what is categorized as 
‘defense’ is more often related to political 
privilege and corporate welfare.” 

Most dangerous, Coyne contends, is 
that a vast military empire, one that is 
often outside constitutional boundaries, 
poses a lethal threat to liberty. He cites 
James Madison, who said, “Of all the en- 
emies to public liberty, war is perhaps the 
most to be dreaded because it comprises 
and develops the germ of every other. 
War is the parent of armies; from these 
proceed debts and taxes; and armies, and 


debts, and taxes are the known instru- 
ments for bringing the many under the 
domination of the few. In war, too, the 
discretionary power of the Executive is 
extended; its influence in dealing out of- 
fices, honors, and emoluments is multi- 
plied; and all the means of seducing the 
minds, are added to those of subduing the 
force, of the people.... No nation could 
preserve its freedom in the midst of con- 
tinual warfare.” 

National security provides a focal 
point for rallying citizens around a com- 
mon external cause, Coyne believes. 
“This shared focus diverts citizen atten- 
tion away from the domestic threat of 
the state to external threats and affairs.” 
This was made particularly clear in Or- 
well’s classic dystopian novel, 1984. In 
that novel, the ruling oligarchy of Ocea- 
nia was perpetually at war — supposedly 
— with foreign powers, thus keeping the 
populace excited and concerned about 
foreign threats while their own totalitar- 
ian government exercised dictatorial con- 
trol over them. Some have even speculat- 
ed that our own elites have used Orwell’s 
book not as a warning, but as a road map. 

“My skepticism, and critique, of em- 
pire,” Coyne concludes, “is based on the 
study of constraints and incentives facing 
imperialists, as well as a recognition 
of the negative, illiberal consequences 


borders, the United States would 
focus on “the broader Western 
Hemisphere.” 

According to Coyne, this new 
U.S. interventionism in the West- 
ern Hemisphere is at least partially 
responsible for the rise of revolu- 
tionary ideology in Latin America, 
whose people often “view revolution 
as the only means of change,” lead- 
ing them to associate capitalism with 
“a brutal oligarchy-military complex 
that has been supported by US polli- 
cies — and armies.” 

With the National Security Act of 
1947, which restructured the U.S. 
military and intelligence agencies 
after WWII, “The imperial national 
security state and associated deep 
state — the labyrinth of govern- 
ment agencies, private contractors, 
and industries associated with the 
security state — were born,” Coyne 
concluded. 
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of foreign interventions — including, 
paradoxically, this real possibility: 
less freedom and security at home.” 

Unfortunately, this desire to go 
abroad seeking monsters to destroy 
continues unabated, even though 
interventionism and nation-building 
has a long history of failure. “In the 
wake of the US government’s cha- 
otic exit from Afghanistan in Au- 
gust 2021,” Coyne laments, “there 
was little self-reflection regarding 
the realities and limits of American 
military imperialism. The window 
of introspection closed with the 
Russian government’s invasion of 
Ukraine in February, 2022, which 
led to renewed calls for the reasser- 
tion of American empire.” 

The only way this madness will 
ever end is if the American people 
finally say “enough is enough.” This 
book is certainly a noble effort in 
that regard. 


@ccoyne1/twitter 
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Help Us Build an 


by William S. Hahn, 
CEO of The John Birch Society 


n accurate assessment 
of a problem is nec- 
essary to employ the 


proper solution. If the assess- 
ment is not accurate, then the 
proposed solution will ultimate- 
ly fail. 

Readers and viewers of The 
New American know that the 
battle for Americans’ rights, lib- 
erties, and freedom will not be 
won just by Congress, and they 
especially know that the battle 
certainly isn’t entirely a partisan political fight (Republican vs. 
Democrat). Yet, the vast majority of Americans don’t know that, 
so an inordinate amount of time, energy, and resources is wasted 
through partisan politics, leaving many patriots frustrated. 

Since 1958, members of The John Birch Society (the parent com- 
pany of The New American) have helped to teach Americans that 
the true battle is freedom vs. bondage. Those wanting to implement 
world government would do so at the expense of America’s found- 
ing principles and protection of God-given rights. This New World 
Order, as they call it, will subjugate every single person under a 
worldwide tyranny. The recent World Economic Forum conference, 
as covered by this issue, adds credence to our long-standing claim. 

Attendees at the WEF heard from Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, who said, “Here at WEF ... there’s a lot 
of discussion about what the new world order will be.... I hope 
this time around, once we’re building this new world order or new 
tules-based order, the voice of the global south and the developing 
world is included.” 

Also at the WEF, Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez de- 
clared, “Supporting economic openness and multilateralism will be 
crucial to protect the global order that Putin is trying to destroy.” 
As Steve Bonta covered in his WEF article in this issue (see page 
18), globalists are doubling down, trying to ram through their Great 
Reset by proposing the implementation of “new systems.” 

Still, there are many Americans who only see a small part of 
the problem. Unfortunately, this leads to ineffective solutions or 
non-solutions, including an Article V Constitutional Convention. 
As we asked back in 1967, what good will a convention do if the 
New World Order conspiracy is not defeated? A similar question 
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Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez speaks at the World 
Economic Forum 


should be asked of all other “so- 
lutions.” What good will they 
do if we lose the Constitution 
because of Americans waging 
battle elsewhere? Or how will 
a convention help when the 
United States gets rolled into 
an EU-style union that ignores 
the will of the people? 

During a recent staff meet- 
ing, some 7NA writers observed 
that this year’s World Econom- 
ic Forum had received large 
amounts of negative coverage 
outside of The New American 
and the small handful of other 
media outlets who normally cover such news. Even CNN pub- 
lished an online news analysis with the headline, “Davos draws 
record crowds, but its relevance is fading.” The article makes the 
argument that since the 2008 financial disaster, globalism has been 
falling out of favor. Then, with the “pandemic,” support for global- 
ism supposedly dried up faster than the supply chains. 

Currently, it’s popular to be against the WEF, which is helpful, 
but where was the scrutiny of the climate-change narrative during 
the UN’s COP27 in Egypt, where The New American was mostly 
on its own as far as reporting is concerned? The UN has been built 
over many decades to be a global governmental infrastructure, 
complete with its own founding documents that establish govern- 
ment as the source, grantor, and final arbiter of rights (the complete 
opposite of the American system designed to protect God-given 
rights). Let’s not discount its role in building the New World Order. 

The New American and The John Birch Society have helped a 
great number of Americans and others around the globe establish 
a correct perspective or worldview regarding the true battle of 
good vs. evil, as the now seemingly “open” conspiracy continues 
its drive toward the New World Order. We say “open” because its 
proponents no longer enjoy the dark cloak of secrecy. 

To help others gain this knowledge, be sure to share copies of 
this magazine with others. Share our videos and our solutions. 
We are now publishing our videos on popular streaming avenues, 
such as Roku, and even have a smartphone app exclusively for 
video streaming. Our expansion into Brannon Howse’s World 
View Weekend Broadcast Network (see page 5) is a great op- 
portunity to connect with those who want to take action. Start at 
TheNewAmerican.com. ll 
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~A- Carbon capture means property theft. Private companies are threatening to use eminent domain, courtesy 
Tawa of state utility boards, to seize private farmland and install thousands of miles of dangerous and destructive 
— carbon-capture pipeline. (2022, 4pp, 1-24/$0.35ea; 25-99/$0.30ea; 100-+/$0.25ea) RPFCCP 


Go to ShopJBS.org or call 1-800-342-6491 to order! = | 230227 


EL bath ies 
— ECGANCE or Gour ath = 


— — 


| 
_= 


% 
a 


Showers & Lavatories 


Bases ¢ Walls Rectangular & § 
& Accessories Custom Shape 


Yes! Guaranteed Forever 
Proudly Made in 


Kansas, USA 


a 


105 Broadway St. Belvue, KS 66407 (phone) 800-669-9867 (fax) 800-393-6699 
www.onyxcollection.com 


